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APPENDIX A

Court Orders Establishing Tax Rate
and 

Adopting FY2002 Operating and Capital Budgets for the County

This Appendix contains copies of the Commissioners Court Orders approved on September 18,
2001, which established the FY2002 tax rate for the County and adopted the Operating and
Capital Budgets.
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APPENDIX B

Court Orders Establishing Tax Rate
and

Adopting FY2002 Budget for the Dallas County Hospital District

This Appendix contains copies of the Commissioners Court Orders approved on September 18,
2001 which established the FY2002 tax rate for the Hospital District and adopted the annual
budget.
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APPENDIX C

Glossary of Terms, Abbreviations and Acronyms

Account Code:  A series of numbers used to identify and classify expenditures or revenues
within an organizational unit.  The account code consists of a fund code, department or activity
code, an object or expenditure code, and a category code as set forth in the “Chart of Accounts.”

Accrual Accounting:  The accrual basis of accounting matches revenue and related expenses
based upon the timing of underlying economic events, regardless of when monies are received or
disbursed.  Revenues are recorded when earned.  Expenses are recorded when incurred.
 
Ad Valorem Tax:  A tax levied against the value of real or business personal property. 
Currently, Dallas County assesses ad valorem taxes at 100% of market value allowing a 20%
homestead exemption on the taxpayer’s place of residence.

Appropriation:  An authorization to make expenditures or incur an obligation against the
resources of the County.

ASC - Automotive Service Center:  Vehicle repair center operated by Dallas County.

Assessed Valuation:  A value established for real or personal property for the purpose of levying
a property tax.  The assessed values in Dallas County are set by the Dallas Central Appraisal
District which is a separate entity.

Bonded Indebtedness:  The total amount of principal due on bonds which have been sold to
finance capital projects such as streets, bridges and buildings.

Budget:  The financial plan for a fiscal year that matches resources with expenditures.  The
Dallas County fiscal year is October 1 through September 30.

Budget Adjustment:  A change in the authorized level of funding (appropriations) for a
department or line item object code.  These adjustments are made only with Commissioners
Court approval upon staff recommendation.

Budget Control:  A general set of guidelines established in a policy and procedures statement
which allows for monitoring and management of funds that have been appropriated for use in
providing a service.
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Glossary of Terms, Abbreviations and Acronyms (continued)

Budget Policy:  A statement or plan which describes how certain aspects of the budget are
formulated and the rules to be followed as the budget is put into operation after adoption.

Capital Equipment:  Non-consumable items purchased with an estimated useful life of at least
two years and a value of $500 or more.

CASA - Court Appointed Special Advocates:  Individuals who serve as guardian ad items in
child welfare/abuse cases to represent the best interests of the child.  Dallas County contracts
with Dallas CASA, a non-profit corporation, to provide these services in the two Juvenile
District Courts. 

C.O. - Certificate of Obligation:  A medium-term debt instrument which can be issued without
voter approval.  C.O.’s are normally used to fund capital and equipment in small amounts
between major bond elections.

CEP - Community Education Partners:  Dallas County’s contractor for the Juvenile Justice
Alternative Education Program.

CJD - Criminal Justice Division:  A division of the Governor’s Office which provides over
$100 million in grant funds to local, regional and statewide projects.

Contributions:  Generally used to identify funds used from one fund to augment revenue in
another.  Booked as expenditures by the contributing fund, and revenue by the receiving fund.

Current Taxes:  Taxes that are levied and collected prior to being delinquent.  The tax year
begins January 1st.  Unpaid taxes become delinquent on February 1st, after which time penalty
and interest charges accrue.

Debt Service:  The County’s obligation to pay the principal and interest on all bond and other
debt instruments according to a payment schedule developed at the time the instruments are
issued.

Delinquent Taxes:  Taxes that remain unpaid at February 1st.

Department:  A major division or unit of the County responsible for a service or operation or a
group of related operations within a functional area.

DDA - Departmental Discretionary Account:  An account within each department’s line-item
budget which is intended to encourage entrepreneurial management by allowing senior managers
more flexibility to make spending decisions and creating stronger incentives to save taxpayer
dollars.
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Glossary of Terms, Abbreviations and Acronyms (continued)

Disbursement:  Payment of goods or service by cash or check.

DIVERT - The Dallas Initiative for Diversified and Expedited Rehabilitation and Training:
A part-time drug treatment court aimed at providing treatment and rehabilitative services under
judicial supervision to first-time non-violent offenders.

DMS - Dispute Mediation Services, Inc.:  A non-profit corporation which provides a number of
alternate dispute resolution functions for Dallas County through a contract.

Effective Rate:  In any year, the calculated tax rate which would produce the same tax revenue
as the prior year on existing property.  All jurisdictions in Texas are required to calculate and
publish their effective rate, which then becomes the “zero point” against which any tax increases
are measured.

Encumbrance:  An obligation of the County for which funds have been set aside (not expended)
for a future known or expected expenditure.

Ending Balance:  The amount of unencumbered cash available at the end of each fiscal year.
Becomes the “Beginning Balance” for the subsequent fiscal year.

Enterprise Fund:  A fund to account for operations that are financed and operated in a manner
similar to business enterprises.

Estimated Revenue:  The amount of projected revenue for the fiscal cycle.  Projections are
generally based on prior experiences.

Expenditures:  The outflow of funds to obtain goods or services.

Expenses:  Charges incurred for operations, maintenance, debt service and other goods and
services.

Fees of Office (Revenue):  Fees charged by various County departments to provide a service to
the public or another governmental entity.

Fines and Forfeitures (Revenue):  Revenue generated through fines assessed by various courts
and through bail bond and property forfeitures.

Fiscal Year:  The period signifying the beginning and ending of an account period.  Dallas
County’s fiscal year is October 1st through September 30th.

Fixed Assets:  See Capital Equipment.
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Glossary of Terms, Abbreviations and Acronyms (continued)

Fund:  An independent fiscal and accounting entity, segregated to perform specific activities or
functions.  Each fund balances its appropriations to own revenues.  Dallas County has sixteen
operating funds, one agency fund and one enterprise fund.

Fund Balance:  The excess of a fund’s assets over its liabilities for the accounting period.   State
law prohibits deficits.

General Fund:  The main operating fund of the County, Fund 120.

General Obligation Bonds:  Also known as G.O. Bonds.  Debt instruments where the taxing
power of the governmental entity is used to guarantee repayment.

Grant:  Contribution of assets, usually cash and sometimes property, from one organization to
another in order to sponsor specific projects.

Homestead Exemption:  A partial or full exemption from the payment of real estate taxes on a
taxpayer’s principal residence.  Dallas County’s Homestead Exemption  is 20%.

HOPWA - Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS: A federally-funded program
through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development to provide housing assistance
to individuals and their family members infected with HIV.

JJAEP - The Juvenile Justice Alternative Education Program:  Established by the Texas
Legislature to provide continuing education for youth expelled from their home schools. 
Operation of the program is contracted to a private agency, with oversight provided by the Dallas
County Juvenile Board and all 15 independent school districts located in Dallas County.

Lag:  The projected or actual difference between salary appropriations and actual spending.  The
estimated annual amount of lag is budgeted as a negative appropriation to avoid over-taxation.

Line Item Budget:  A budget that lists each object code for departments separately with the
dollar amount budgeted.

Long Term Debt:  Debt with a maturity of more than one year from the date of issuance.

Modified Accrual Accounting:  Accounting basis used in Dallas County.  Expenditures are 
booked at the time liability occurs, but revenues are booked when received.

MTF - Major Technology Fund:  Designated portion of the property tax rate which is used to
fund large computer infrastructure upgrades. 
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Glossary of Terms, Abbreviations and Acronyms (continued)

NCTCOG - North Central Texas Council Of Governments:  One of 24 Regional Councils of
Government in the State.  Serves Wise, Denton, Collin, Palo Pinto, Parker, Tarrant, Dallas,
Rockwall, Hunt, Kaufman, Erath, Hood, Johnson, Ellis, Somervell and Navarro Counties.

Object Code:  Numerical coded description of expenditure types.

Operating Budget:  That portion of the budget that provides goods and services used in daily
operations. 

Property Tax:  Taxes levied on both real and business personal property according to the
appraised value and the tax rate.

RAAD - Rapid Access Assessment and Diversion:  A specialized team of mental health
counselors available to law enforcement officers needing assistance with mentally ill offenders.

Reimbursement for Service (Revenue):  Funds received as a result of Dallas County providing
an agreed-upon service to another entity or individual.

Reserve:  Appropriations in the budget which have no specific use. Unallocated Reserves are
used to fund unanticipated needs that arise during a budget year. Emergency Reserves are to be
used only in case of extreme circumstances (i.e., major fire damage).

Revenue:  Income received from such sources as taxes, fines and forfeitures, grants, etc.

Revenue from Use of Money (Revenue):  Interest received from time deposits, and other
investments.

Salary Lag:  See “Lag”

SCT - Systems and Computer Technology, Inc.:  The private firm chosen by Dallas County in
1992 to be its data processing department.

State Fees (Revenue):  Funds received as payment from the State of Texas in return for
administering a State program, or collecting revenue for the State.

STEP - Selective Traffic Enforcement Program:  A program of the Texas Department of
Transportation designed to reduce traffic accidents and fatalities through specific traffic law
enforcement activities aimed at speeding, seat belt use and driving while intoxicated.

TAC - Texas Association of Counties:  Texas Statewide organization which provides
continuing education and insurance services for counties and their elected officials.
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Glossary of Terms, Abbreviations and Acronyms (continued)

TDPRS - The Texas Department of Protective and Regulatory Services:  The state agency
responsible for investigating reports of child abuse/neglect.  Dallas County Child Protective
Services is the local division of this agency.

TECLEOSE - Texas Commission on Law Enforcement Officer’s Standards and Education:
Governing body responsible for commissioning jailers and peace officers.

TJPC - The Texas Juvenile Probation Commission:  The state agency responsible for
monitoring and dispersing state funds to local juvenile departments.

Time Deposit:  Investment of idle funds with a depository at a negotiated interest rate.

Unencumbered Balance:  The amount of an appropriation that is neither expended nor obligated
(encumbered).  That amount of appropriation available for future use.

YSAB - The Youth Services Advisory Board:  A volunteer board established to provide
community input to the Dallas County Juvenile Board and the Dallas County Child Welfare
Board and is responsible for reviewing and recommending programs appropriate for funding
from the Juror Donation Fund.
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