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Introduction

Dallas County has made a commitment to objective performance measurements of each of its many
functions. This report provides comparative information on the costs and workloads associated with
each of the County’s various courts. While financial management serves as a key performance
indicator, it is only one of several metrics used to assess judicial efficiency. Therefore, this report
should be taken as only one indicator and not a determinant of overall performance. This report is
divided into chapters dedicated to specific courts with a concluding section that includes
miscellaneous court-related statistics. Each chapter includes both current and prior year data for
comparative analysis. Please note that in some instances, data was unavailable at the time of publishing and
cannot be compared to previous fiscal years.

The data presented in this report comes from multiple internal sources within Dallas County that
track financial and court activity produced by the Dallas County’s Financial Recording System,
Oracle, Odyssey’s Case, the County Auditor’s Office, the Dallas County Criminal Justice Department,
Dallas County Public Defender’s Office, Dallas County Clerk’s Office, Dallas County’s Probate Court,
Dallas County Truancy Courts, SQL Server Reporting Services, and the Office of Court
Administration. Each section is presented with information regarding the levels of spending by each
court along caseload metrics, including case filings, dispositions, and pending cases.

Additionally, in some sections, distinctions between the use of court-appointed attorneys and public
defenders are highlighted. Indigent Defense Expenses include the sum of court appointed attorneys
and public defenders. The information is compared to multiple years of data, including FY2023,
which is what is being referenced when explaining any form of increases or decreases in amounts.

It should be noted that performance measurement involves assessing multiple facets of an
organization’s operations. Financial management should not be taken as the sole indicator of a
court’s overall performance, this report is intended to serve as a supplementary analytical tool rather
than a comprehensive evaluation of judicial performance.
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Methodology and Highlights

Methodology

The purpose of the Truancy Coutts is to hear cases timely and ensure consistency in disposition and enforcement
of the truancy court orders. Senate Bill 358 passed during the 78% Legislature established the Truancy Courts as a
constitutional court. Dallas County operates five dedicated Truancy Courts, which are receive case filings from
Catrollton/Farmers Branch Independent School District, Cedar Hill Independent School District, Coppell
Independent School District, Dallas Independent School District, Duncanville Independent School District,
Gatland Independent School District, Mesquite Independent School District, Richardson Independent School
District, Richland Collegiate High School (Charter), Life School (Charter), Uplift Education (Charter), Trinity
Basin (Charter). Justices of the Peace hear Truancy Court Cases.

Cost data is derived from Dallas County’s Financial
Recording System — Oracle. Caseload data is derived
- [from Odyssey’s Case or data submitted to the Office of
Court Administration (OCA).

Please note that in May 2023, Dallas County changed the

court reporting system from Document Direct to
- Odyssey. As a result, discrepancies may appear when
compared to previous data and records.

Highlights
The discrepancy in the average number of cases filed,
dispositions, dismissals, and collections can be
attributed to removing the East (A) and Central offices.
These courts were removed from the dataset because East (A) stopped hearing cases in November 2015 and
Central stopped hearing cases in January of 2017. South office was added in 2021 per court ruling.

Monthly case volume for FY2024 increased and that was primarily due to Dallas Independent School District
adopting a new calendar requiring some schools to go longer in the school year. Some districts were working on
their filing systems, and it could have been during the time the system was finally completed that they were able to
file cases. Since students are not present for school, the district can file a case against the parent or student.

Monthly Revenue for FY2024 includes fines for child safety, parking, accounting service fees, J.P. Court Fines,
Civil Penalties Fees, and J.P. Fees.

The total amount of monthly revenue for FY2024 was $147,896 in comparison to $124,978 in FY2023 (Table 9.1).
The month of December had the lowest amount of monthly revenue in FY2024, with $3,391 (Table 9.1).

The month of March had the highest amount of monthly revenue in FY2024 with $19,913 (Table 9.3).

The average number of cases filed for FY2024 was 2,284 (Table 9.2) in comparison to FY2023, where the average
number of cases filed was 763 (Table 9.3).

The average number of cases disposed for FY2024 was 145 (Table 9.2) in comparison to FY2023, where the
average number of cases disposed was 132 (Table 9.3).

The average number of cases dismissed for FY2024 was 1,400 (Table 9.2) in comparison to FY2023, where the
average number of cases dismissed was 986 (Table 9.3).
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