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Thank you all for doing your part to help stop the spread of COVID-

19 in Dallas County.  I know it has been a trying five months for you 

and your families.  Many of our Dallas County employees have 

continued to work in their jobs of public safety, facilities and other 

areas that must carry on to keep government functioning smoothly 

for the citizens of Dallas County.  These folks are among the 

everyday heroes of Dallas County and we are indebted to them in a 

big way. 

The families and businesses of District 2 are the inspiration for me 

to approach every work day with a focus on solving problems. I 

strive to make the most informed and educated decisions regarding 

County government.  Know that it is your best interests that 

motivate and inform the votes I make at Commissioners Court. So 

please, continue to reach out to me with your problems, concerns, 

ideas and information so that I can do my job well for you. 

We have moved our primary office out to our District 2  facility in 

the new North Dallas Government Center located in the old Brinker 

property at LBJ & Hillcrest.  My staff continues to work both 

remotely from home to respond to constituent needs and concerns, 

as well as from our new district office.  The facility is large and 

spacious and very convenient for those needing the various 

departments now housed there.  Stop by and see us sometime...the 

first-floor Tax Office is always busy!  We look forward to moving 

into our new downtown office early next year when the Records 

Building re-opens. 

Thanks again to all of you who work so hard to make Dallas County 

operate smoothly and efficiently, even during times of crisis. 

Sincerely, 

 

Commissioner J.J. Koch 

 

"At Dallas County Commissioner's District 2 we listen.  Our mission is to serve with 
integrity, transparency and efficiency.  We aim to make Dallas County better."  

DISTRICT 2 NEWS 

FROM THE COMMISSIONER: 

"...Government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not 
perish from the earth."   

Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, November 19, 1863 
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DISTRICT 2 PROJECTS 

Road & Bridge 2 (R&B 2) has 

been active this spring and summer 

keeping the district roads in great 

repair.  R&B 2 is directly responsi-

ble for maintaining 5 miles of Dallas 

County “Type A” roads in the North-

west portion of Dallas County.  Hav-

ing no District 2 Road & Bridge 

crew to perform the work, Commis-

sioner Koch utilizes the services of 

Road & Bridge 4 in order to make 

sure these roads are safe and 

smooth to drive.   

This spring, with the assistance of 

R&B 4 Road Superintendent,  

Gilbert Aguilar, R&B 2 developed 

and started work on a maintenance 

plan for the district’s “Type A” 

roads.  Implementing the plan with 

coordination from Aaron Ceder, 

District 2 Programs Coordinator, 

and District Director Mickey 

McGuire, R&B 4 crews replaced 

guardrails, crack-sealed road sur-

faces, and replaced damaged traffic 

and street signs, as well as fixed 

constitu-

ent ser-

vice re-

quests.  

In addi-

tion to 

their 

maintenance work, the R&B 4 team 

did a spectacular job in clearing 

dangerous debris caused by the 

October Tornado that hit the Unin-

corporated Area of District 2.   

Commissioner Koch thanks and 

appreciates Commissioner Elba 

Garcia, Mr. Aguilar, and the R&B 

4 team for the wonderful job they 

do on behalf of District 2 to main-

tain the “Type A” District roads 

for the residents in the Unincor-

porated Area. 

R&B 2 does more than just main-

tain the “Type A” roads.  With so 

few of them to maintain in the dis-

trict, Commissioner Koch uses 

Road and Bridge funds to partner 

with district cities in maintaining 

their important thoroughfares, 

called “Type B” roads.  The “Type 

B” Partnership Program funds up to 

50% of the cities resurfacing costs 

on specific “Type B” roads targeted 

through the program.  In a time of 

strained city budgets due to the 

Covid-19 pandemic, this program is 

extremely effective in keeping busy 

roads in good condition.   

In FY 2019, R&B 2 funded projects 

in Dallas, Highland Park, & Sachse.  

This spring, R&B 2 finished an im-

portant partnership with the City of 

Sachse on Merritt Road that con-

nects Sachse residents with the 

PGBT (President George Bush Toll-

way) and their new commercial de-

velopment, The Station, which is 

currently under construction.  This 

partnership project was so im-

portant to the City of Sachse that 

the city created a public relations 

effort to promote the project to their 

residents.   

Commissioners Court just approved 

an agreement with the City of Gar-

land to use R&B 2 funds to resur-

face Pleasant Valley Road and Elm 

Grove Road.  In addition to benefit-

ing Garland by defraying costs to its 

Streets Department, this project 

also positively impacts the residents 

of Sachse and Wylie who share the 

use of both roads in their day to-day 

lives.  Garland has slated the pro-

ject to begin in September with 

completion by October.   

Commissioner Koch is initiating 

more R&B 2 partnerships in the 

coming months.  The first is a pro-

ject to resurface Sachse Road, the 

city’s busy East/West thoroughfare 

and connection with Garland and 

Wylie. The second project is with 

Highland Park on Mockingbird 

and Airline roads that will improve 

access to the Katy Trail.  Commis-

sioner Koch continues to look for 

new opportunities to assist the 13 

cities in District 2 with this key pro-

gram.  He appreciates the assis-

tance the Public Works and Civil 

District Attorney teams provide in 

making the partnership program a 

success. 
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NORTH DALLAS GOVERNMENT CENTER 

D-2 New District Office 

Commissioner Koch and his team moved into their new dis-

trict office in the recently renovated North Dallas Government 

Center.  Formerly known as the “old Brinker Building” located in 

the southwest quadrant of Hillcrest & LBJ Freeway, in the heart of 

District 2. 

This new County building houses new County offices for Consta-

ble Ben Adamcik, Justices of the Peace Steve Seider and Al 

Cercone, the Tax Office (formerly located on Twilight in Rich-

ardson), the Passport Office, Juvenile Department offices, a 

Truancy Court, an office for Treasury and offices for Texas 

A&M Agrilife.  The offices that were formerly in the old N. Dal-

las Government Center on Walnut Hill at Marsh Lane had to move 

into their new offices before they were totally completed because 

last year’s tornado in October destroyed their building.  There is 

also a Conference Center on the second floor with a suite of con-

ference rooms and large lounge area for employees. 

We have finally received our furniture and have moved in to use 

these offices, especially during this Covid-19 pandemic.  We are 

on the third floor in Suite 3500.  Please come by and visit us 

sometime! 

Left:  LBJ Freeway view of 

North Dallas Government 

Center building. 

Right:  Front entrance 

of North Dallas  

Government Center. 

Right:  Lobby of 

NDGC 

Inside Suite 3500 

Comm. Koch at District Office 
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“Above all love each other deeply, because love covers 

over a multitude of sins” (I Peter 4:8). 

This is Michelle Canion-Price’s favorite scripture and it shows in 

her countenance and attitude everyday as Office Manager of 

District 2.  

Michelle is married to Monte, a retired truck driver and to-

gether they share five children, Damencia, Megan, Diasha, 

Monte, Jr., Tyrik and three grandchildren, Desmonte (DJ) 8, 

Leona, 11, and one-year-old, Lord Artemis. Michelle loves 

to have the grandkids spend the weekend with her and Monte, 

playing board and word games, cooking outdoors and going to 

church. “Weekends with DJ and Leona are so much fun. I feel 

blessed that I can spend time with them and watch them grow. 

They are my joy.”  

Michelle and Monte belong to Oak Cliff Family Fellowship 

church and Michelle enjoys the charity work and Bible studies 

she participates in there. In her personal time she loves painting 

and making pottery which she attributes her talents there to her 

heritage as half Native American of the Pueblo of Acoma tribe. 

Her favorite place to visit is Washington, D.C….. “I adore that 

city!” and her favorite movie is a tie between The Color Purple 

and Dream Girls.   

Michelle hails from New Mexico and moved to the Dallas area 

fifteen years ago. She also started with Dallas County the same 

year and began her career in Grants Management with HHS. 

From there she moved to District Court Administration and be-

came the office manager for Commissioner Koch when he as-

sumed office on January 1, 2019. Michelle keeps the trains run-

ning on time and is the happy person who greets guests, in per-

son, and on the phone when making their first contact with Dis-

trict 2.  

We are fortunate to have Michelle on our team! Thanks Michelle 

for all you do for District 2!  

 

MICHELLE CANION-PRICE, Office Manager MICHELLE CANION-PRICE, Office Manager 
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT CONTINUED…. 

AARON CEDER, Program Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In every organization unique employees rise to the top through a 

variety of talents. In the District 2 staff, Aaron Ceder is that em-

ployee.  Aaron’s title is Program Director for District 2, but he is so 

much more. We are so proud that Aaron completed Dallas Coun-

ty’s first Leadership Academy this year! 

He is the staff liaison to the cities of Addison, Carrollton, Farmers 

Branch, Rowlett, Sachse and parts of Dallas. He attends their 

council meetings and regularly meets with their city managers, 

mayors, police chiefs and other municipal officials to seek ways 

for better county – city coordination and projects. He also keeps 

up with their municipal elections.  

He is also District 2’s “fixer” for constituent concerns that call into 

the office. He is often found in the small unincorporated areas of 

District 2 where services are limited, yet vital.  

Aaron was born on Staten Island, New York and is the oldest of 

three brothers. His father, Rabbi David Ceder, is the rabbi to the 

NYPD. Aaron is married to Kelly and they have four children, two 

daughters, Meechal, 12, and Tehila, 1, and two sons, Yehu-

dah, 9 and Shmuel, 5. 

Aaron formerly worked for NY Congressman Michael Grimm 

where he had the opportunity to meet many of the names of New 

York’s political class we often read about in the news. Aaron and 

Kelly moved to Texas for family and business in late 2014.   

Aaron loves to read, especially history, biographies and humor. 

And his favorite book is Man of the House, by Tip O’Neill. His fa-

vorite president is Abraham Lincoln, “He saved the nation by the 

sheer force of his personality, instincts, strength of character and 

love of country. No one else could have done what he did….not 

on that scale. God was with him.”  

Aaron has lots of stories. Lots and lots. He can offer up anec-

dotes, homilies, stories, fables, old-wives tales, personal experi-

ences, jokes….you name it and Aaron has something to say. He 

has an opinion on everything. Aaron has a strong sense of jus-

tice.  

When asked to give a few fun 

facts about himself he said, “I 

don’t know any. I’m not fun.”  

But we beg to differ. Aaron 

Ceder is much fun to be 

around and D2 staffers consid-

er him invaluable to operations 

and strategy. Just don’t try to 

bully him. Or you’re done.  
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT CONTINUED…. 

MICKEY McGUIRE, District Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mickey is the District 2 District Director and comes by way of former 

Congressman Pete Sessions and Dallas County Commissioner Jim 

Jackson where he staffed both for many years. He also stopped over at 

the National Federation of Independent Business for a bit before joining 

Commissioner Koch’s staff in 2019.  

Mickey grew up in Highland Park and was a valuable member of the var-

sity soccer and wrestling teams while at Highland Park High School. He 

got his undergraduate degree at SMU where he also played varsity soc-

cer, and was a 4-year letterman! Later, he did graduate work at the Uni-

versity of Texas at Dallas, where he received a Masters in Public Affairs.  

Mickey continued his athletic endeavors  on the local Dallas rugby team, 

the Dallas Harlequins, where he retired 

as an inside center. He lives in Lake 

Highlands and has one son, Miles, a 7
th
 

grader attending St. Thomas Aquinas 

school. Mickey volunteers his time at 

Miles’ school coaching soccer and bas-

ketball for the kids and thoroughly en-

joys doing so.  

In District 2, Mickey is responsible for the cities of Garland, Wylie, High-

land Park, University Park, Irving, Coppell, and Richardson. He attends 

their city council meetings, works closely with their city managers, plan-

ners and public works departments. He also represents Commissioner 

Koch on various boards and commissions, including the Historical Com-

mission, TAPP, Transportation, Regional Transportation Council and the 

Dallas County Small Business Enterprise Advisory Board.  

Not surprisingly, Mickey is Texan to the core. He is 6
th
 generation and a 

Son of the Republic. His great-great uncle William Mosby Eastland 

fought at San Jacinto and served in the Texas Rangers from 1836-1838.  

In 1842, Ranger Eastland was captured and was the only officer execut-

ed in the “Black Bean Episode.” In 1848 his remains along with the other 

17 victims were moved to Monument Hill in La Grange. Before dying 

Ranger Eastland said, “For my country I have offered all my earthly aspi-

rations and for it I now lay down my life. I never have feared death nor do 

I now. For my unjustifiable execution I wish no revenge, but die in full 

confidence of the Christian faith. “ 

From this Texas hero we have Eastland County.  

Thanks Mickey for all you do for District 2 and Commissioner Koch!  

 

 


