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Friends, 

My second year in office has been tumultuous, challenging, stressful and 

sometimes painful. Basically, the same type of year that the vast majority of us 

has experienced. Regarding the painful piece, in recent days my Grandmother 

passed away from the coronavirus. Earlier this year I had an Aunt pass away 

from pancreatic cancer that went undiagnosed due to the shut-down of 

medical procedures deemed non-essential in her home state. By the time she 

was eligible to receive emergency care for what she thought was severe back 

pain, she only had less than 3 weeks to live. 

 

I mention this to say that the pain acutely felt has lead me to remain 

committed to striking the balanced, scientifically based approach to preserving 

life. Too much of a lock down will kill and too little interference in the spread 

of coronavirus will kill as well. Striking that balance can be stressful when you 

have folks in two camps shouting the loudest, the “shut everything down now” 

camp and the “open everything up” camp. The truth is that the extremes are 

heavily biased by emotions. Acknowledging that those emotions are valid is 

key, but those strong emotions cannot blind us to the truth. The truth is the 

world rarely hands us simple absolutes. Instead, we are forced to remain calm 

and muddle through data that is often incomplete and sometimes wrong or 

misleading. 

 

To that end, I will stay committed to making sure we take the greatest 

precautions regarding our most vulnerable populations. We need to ensure we 

are not allowing transmission in our senior facilities. On the other end of the 

age spectrum we need to be doing everything we can to support our schools so 

that they can keep our children in the classroom.  Far too many of the most 

vulnerable of our young people are falling behind academically and falling 

apart emotionally. We must allow business to remain open to the greatest 

degree possible, with closure and reduction in occupancy clearly tied to 

objective metrics that are transparent to the public.   

 

The coronavirus’ toll on lives and livelihoods has been the greatest challenge 

this year that I have had to embrace. The second greatest challenge has been 

the chaos experienced this year in our Elections Department. I am very 

thankful for the many constituents, as well as Dallas County employees who 

stepped up and helped us pull off the 2020 General Election.  That is something 

that a family does, and the Dallas County family came through.  There are 

many lessons to be learned from this, and hopefully everyone has received 

their pay for all of their hard work.  But on a happier note, we now have a new  

Elections Administrator that I believe will help us run fair and secure elections 

here in Dallas County, as well as run a well-managed, transparent and 

professional department.  Welcome, Michael Scarpello! 

"At Dallas County Commissioner's District 2 we listen.  Our mission is to serve with 
integrity, transparency and efficiency.  We aim to make Dallas County better."  

DISTRICT 2 NEWS 

FROM THE COMMISSIONER: 
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Commissioner’s Comments Continued... 

Tumultuous times are nothing new in the history of civilization, and it is 
most often entirely outside of our control. The way we respond to the tu-
mult is entirely within our control. My response is largely based on my faith. 
Familiar to many of us, in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, we are 
presented with the episode where Jesus and his disciples cross the Sea of 
Galilee and they are struck by a furious storm in the middle of that journey. 
The disciples are emotionally distressed, they wake up Jesus and in each 
account he is addressed in an accusatory fashion. All three version boil 
down to, “are you going to let us die?”  After calming the sea, he rebukes 
them. In Mark his reply is “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no 
faith?” If the Apostles struggled with having faith, surely we can be forgiven 
for falling into a similar emotional despair. 
 
But that despair cannot last. And we cannot rely merely on hope, as hope is 
simply saying that the sea could be calmed in the future. Faith says that it is 
now the case, that it is determined, the sea will be calmed. The rough sea 
and the raging virus are the same in that they will end. Whether or not they 
bring about our end is up to us. If we act with steadfast calm, with a deter-
mination based in faith, we will deliver the best outcome that is possible 
given what we have been dealt. 
 
Whether you celebrate Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa or Diwali, our com-
mon faith in a loving God directs us to see the light in the darkness and to 
take action to protect and lift up that light. For me, that light is embodied in 
the birth of the Savior. I want that light for each and every one of you that I 
can help or encourage. I want everyone to have the freedom to seek that 
light in the way their faith guides their conscience. Most of all, I want to call 
upon everyone to see the light in those we disagree with the most and seek 
to humbly understand each other. We do not have to agree in the end, but 
we do have to share this little blue planet floating in vast space. We ought 
to make every effort to share our home peacefully.    
 
God Bless! 

 
 
 

 

Commissioner J.J. Koch  
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COMMISSIONER KOCH...OUT IN THE DISTRICT 

Commissioner Koch happily joined Metrocrest Services in Farmers 

Branch in November and helped hand out food as part of their  

Thanksgiving Food Drive. 

Commissioner Koch joined John Pruitt and neighbors from The County Place Homeown-
er Association in Carrollton.  He and Carrollton Mayor, Kevin Falconer, spoke  to the 
residents about the role of County government in their lives and local issues and events 
facing Carrollton.  Even though it was a wet afternoon, there was a lot of energy and 
interest in learning more about local government issues and their effect on our lives.  

Commissioner J.J. Koch had the privilege of participating in the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
Duck Creek Trail MCIP Project in Richardson.  Dallas County, the City of Richardson, and 
TXDOT combined to fund this $3.5 M hike and bike trail project along Duck Creek.  The 
new Duck Creek Trail Extension runs 1.9 miles from E. Collins Blvd on the North through 
the Richardson Innovation Quarter (IQ) and ends at Huffines Park on the South.  Com-
missioner J.J. Koch joined Richardson Mayor Paul Voelker, Council Members Mitchell, De 
Puy, and Hutchenrider officially opening the Duck Creek Trail to the public in a socially 
distanced ceremony.  
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One could easily define Peggy Lundy, Chief of Staff for Commis-

sioner J.J. Koch, by her impressive resume and personal Roledex, 

but Peggy’s life story is more than bullet points on her curricula 

vitae. She, herself, sums her life up in three parts; before Nick 

Lundy, marriage with Nick and life after Nick. “He was the love of 

my life, the best friend I ever had and the greatest man I’ve ever 

known.” 

 

Peggy grew up in southern Indiana in a small river town on the 

Indiana side of the Ohio River from Louisville, Kentucky. Her fa-

ther, Clark Murphy was a WWII “Greatest Generation” veteran, 

and her mother, Ersa Armstrong Murphy, was the epitome of a 

Southern mother and homemaker extraordinaire. Peggy is the 

second child and first daughter of four siblings.  She graduated 

from Indiana University majoring in English Lit and Journalism. A 

few years later she moved to Texas and never looked back. 

 

Upon arriving in Dallas, she visited First Baptist Church Dallas, 

because she was not only a lifelong Southern Baptist, but the ven-

erable long-time pastor, Dr. W. A. Criswell, was a childhood friend 

of her grandparents. There she met the most popular women’s 

speaker and book reviewer in North Texas, Dr. Rose-Mary Rum-

bley, who in turn introduced her to Nick Lundy, judge, Bible schol-

ar, cowboy and former decorated Army Captain, who received 

two Bronze Stars with “V” (valor) while serving in Vietnam. He 

promptly swept her off her feet and they were married in 1985. 

 

Tragically, Judge Lundy died in 1991 from complications resulting 

from his war years and service. Peggy reluctantly started 

over, and having been deeply involved in politics while Judge Lun-

dy served on County Court #1, she branched out into mediation 

and communications full time. She worked with the late policy 

wonk/lawyer Tex Lezar on the launch of his seminal book 

“Making Government Work: A Conservative Agenda for the 

States.” After wrapping up the national media campaign Peggy 

established PeggyLundy, Inc., and opened her consulting and me-

diation practice in Dallas. At that time, she was one of the handful 

of non-lawyer mediators to enjoy a full-time practice. She also 

experienced the all-consuming life of campaign management, 

speech writing, media training, press releases and staff manage-

ment, paid and volunteer.  Additionally, she took time out on 

weekends to host The Peggy Lundy Show on 990AM Mainstream 

Radio. 

 

Peggy has done staff work in state and county government for 

many years. She was District Director for State Representative Bill 

Keffer (R-107) and Augie Ovard (R-113), as well as Dallas County 

PEGGY M. LUNDY, Chief of Staff 
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT CONTINUED…. 

Peggy Lundy, Cont’d….. 

Dallas County Judge Jim Foster (D- 2009–2011). She was also the 

final chief assistant to legendary CEO and President of Parkland 

Hospital, Dr. Ron Anderson, before his transition to full retirement. 

Her love for Dr. Anderson (“he was a giant hands down”) and for 

Parkland serves her today back at Dallas County as the liaison to 

Parkland and the Parkland Board for our District. 

 

Her hobbies include studying Abraham Lincoln, baking, gardening 

and generally minding her own business and refraining from com-

menting on Facebook. She is happy to be back at Dallas County, 

helping Commissioner Koch and the District 2 staff.    

CHRIS B. DAVIS, Deputy Chief of Staff 

This is not Chris’ first rodeo…she worked for Dallas County with 
Commissioner Maurine Dickey from 2005 – 2013. Back then, Dis-
trict 1 encompassed most of what is currently District 2, so Chris is 
familiar with most of the cities in the district and is happy to re-
turn to Dallas County to renew friendships with many long-time 
Dallas County employees.  
  
Chris brings not only a wealth of experience, but common sense 
and a calm approach to helping Commissioner Koch, Peggy Lundy, 
the District 2 staff, constituents, department heads, administra-
tors and other elected officials. She is approachable, composed 
and always finds a way to solve even the stickiest of challenges, 
frustrated constituents, or high-energy Commissioners.  
  
Chris’ successful multi-tasking skills were honed as a stay-at-home 
mother (“I was blessed,” she often says) when her children were 
small. She was active in PTA, attended sports practices and games, 
dance recitals, piano recitals and more. She helped start the 
Cottonwood Heights Neighborhood Association in southwest  
Richardson in 1995 and served as an Election Judge for her pre-
cinct. She was appointed to the City Plan Commission for the city 
of Richardson and served from 2000 – 2008. Her husband once 
joked he would like to see her find a way to be active and get paid 
for it!  
  
Chris and her husband of 44 years, Gary Davis, met in college at 
Abilene Christian University. After graduation and marriage, they 
lived in Midland, Texas for four years before relocating to the Dal-
las area. They have two wonderful children, Josh and Jenny and an 
adorable grandson, red-headed Bair, Josh’s son with his lovely 
wife Ashley.  
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT CONTINUED…. 

CHRISTINA N. TORRE, Policy Advisor 

Christina was born in picturesque San Francisco, California, and grew up in 

Marin County a few miles north of San Francisco.  After she graduated high 

school, she left home to matriculate college in North Texas.  

Christina grew up with a strong Catholic faith that anchors her today. Her 

desire to strengthen her faith was a deciding factor in where to go to col-

lege and she landed in North Texas at the University of Dallas in Irving. 

Once she got a taste of Texas, she wanted to make it her forever home.  

She majored in Politics with a concentration in legal studies and excelled in 

her scholastic pursuits while also playing softball for UD, and graduated 

cum laude.  

In October of 2019, Dallas County Commissioner J.J. Koch hired her for her 

policy and research skills and she was able to move back to Dallas from 

California. Since then, District 2 policy knowledge has increased exponen-

tially! Christina is diligent, studious, and easy to get along with and re-

served (unlike her Commissioner and fellow staffers!).  

Christina loves policy, Aristotle, the sainted memory of Pope John Paul II, 

her family, friends, God and Country. If she could meet any historical figure 

it would be Benjamin Rush, one of the extraordinary signers of the Declara-

tion of Independence, a doctor, politician, great humanitarian, educator, 

abolitionist, and the founder of Dickinson College. “Freedom can exist only 

in the society of knowledge.  Without learning, men are incapable of know-

ing their rights.”  Benjamin Rush 

Christina loves tacos and knows where all the best taco shops are in Dallas. 

She enjoys reading, researching, hanging out with her friends and family 

and telling everyone who asks, no, she does not speak Italian, but should. 

Oh mio Dio! 

Chris Davis, Cont’d….. 

Chris and Gary are active members of Watermark Church.  
  
Chris’ strong faith shows in not only her countenance, but her 
smile, her pleasant voice and her attitude. Her savvy instincts for 
elected official and government work (patience and a dry wit!) are 
just a few of the best attributes she brings to District 2. We all de-
pend on her…and she comes through.  
 


