
Jury Proceeding Addendum to CO_'VID-19 Operating Plan for the 

Dallas County George Allen Civil Courthouse 
Effective on and aier October I, 2020 

Recognizing the need to ensure the health and safety of jurors, litigants,· attorneys, visitors, 

court staff, judges, and other individuals entering the buildings housing the courts, the civil courts of 

Dallas County in the George Allen Civil Courthouse will implement, in addition to the procedures and 
protocols in the previously submitted COVID-19 Operating Plan, the following protective measures 
for jury proceedings: 

General 

1. All judges will comply with the Emergency Orders issued by the Supreme Court of Texas and
Court of Criminal Appeals, including conducting in-person jury proceedings according to the
guidance issued by the Office of Court Administration.

2. The justice courts will not conduct an in-person jury proceeding until the Supreme Court
permits such proceedings.

3. Judges of the district courts, constitutional and statutory county courts, and statutory probate
courts will conduct in-person jury proceedings in accordance with the previously approved
Operating Plan and this addendum only after this jury proceeding addendum is submitted and
accepted by the Regional Presiding Judge.

4. Not more than five days before an approved in-person jury proceeding is scheduled to occur,

the local administrative district judge or designee will consult with the local public health

authority to verify that local health conditions and plan precautions are appropriate for the jury
proceeding to proceed.

5. Except for criminal cases where confinement in jail or prison is a potential punishment, judges
may conduct remote jury proceedings if the court follows the requirements of the hearings on
objections or motions section below and ensures that all potential and selected petit jurors have
access to technology to participate remotely. Judges may conduct remote jury proceedings in a
criminal case where confinement in jail or prison is a potential punishment only with
appropriate waivers and consent obtained on the record from the defendant and the prosecutor.

Jury Proceeding Approval Process 

I. Judges wishing to conduct a jury proceeding in the George Allen Coutihouse will follow the
procedure detailed below to obtain approval to proceed with the jury proceeding from the local
administrative district judge and Regional Presiding Judge:

The Dallas County Civil Courts in the George Allen Courthouse will conduct hybrid jury trials
with voir dire proceeding by video conference and the jury trial proceeding in person at the
George Allen Courthouse. The judges in the Civil District Courthouse will prepare a jury trial
schedule that ensures that no more than one in person jury trial will be conducted on any floor

of the George Allen Courthouse on any given day. Judge Catier Thompson, Local
Administrative District Judge, and Judge Ray Wheless, Regional Presiding Judge, will approve
the schedule.
































