
 
 
 
 

COURT SETTINGS 
 The Court allows four announcement settings before a disposition setting and 
three plea settings. I allow 30 days for the first settings and two weeks for all subsequent 
settings. The defendant is required to be at the first setting and then again at the fourth 
setting so that a disposition decision can be made. Defendants in jail are brought down on 
the jail chain for dispositions only. The district attorney is required to sign all pass slips.  
 I forfeit the bond any time the defendant is supposed to be in Court, but is not 
present. Bond forfeitures are called the day after the defendant fails to appear. I have a 
liberal policy regarding reinstatement if the defense attorney shows good cause for failure 
to appear.  
 On pleas, all the plea papers need to be filled out and filed before the plea 
colloquy. A pre-sentence report is required in all cases where a defendant is going to be 
placed on probation. I accept most plea bargain agreements, particularly now, when I am 
trying to reduce our backlog and jail chain. I will not accept plea bargain agreements that 
call for jail time when I think some form of rehabilitation would be better for society and 
the defendant. In addition, I will refuse a plea agreement that does not adequately serve 
the ends of justice. 
 On open pleas, the parties have to sit at counsel table. More than anything, this is 
to impress on the defendant the serious nature of the proceedings. I require the defendant 
to enter the first half of the plea before the PSI on open pleas.  
 Typical conditions of probation include counseling, urine testing, employment, 
reporting and on occasion, no contact rules. To date I have used a wide variety of 
rehabilitation programs, including SAFPF, Wilmer and Jail Chem. 
 On most non-violent crimes, if the defendant has a job, I want him or her to keep 
it, so I am fairly liberal on work release.  
 On Motions to Revoke, I typically allow the DA to make the recommendations in 
consultation with the probation office. This proceeding is conducted at the bench. 

 
MAGISTRATE COURTS/VISITING JUDGES 

 I only use the Magistrate Courts on agreed pleas where the defendant is on bond. 
Even then, I typically want to handle my caseload, unless I am in trial. I prefer not to use 
a visiting Judge, but will if necessary.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

COURT APPOINTMENTS 
 I have three public defenders in my Court. Each receives 30 case appointments a 
month.  After that, I use the wheel for appointments. The public defenders get all types of 
cases.  
 I like to be at work by 8:00a.m. It is best for an attorney to report to the Court on 
jail chain cases as close to 8:00 a.m. as possible. Attorneys are not allowed to go into the 
holdover during jury trial, but need to respect the proceedings and the jury when they do 
so. Prosecutors are not required to put recommendations in the files the day before 
dispositions. This is somewhat impractical. Yes, I give back-time credit for fines and 
Courts costs.  
 

PRE-TRIAL MATTERS 
 Motions should be filed in this Court at least 10 days prior to a hearing. I make 
exceptions for good cause. I do not accept filings by e-mail or fax without permission. If 
an attorney wants to do this, they should call me for specifics at 972/739-3907. 
 Pre-trial hearings are usually scheduled in my Court for the Thursday before trial 
starts on the following Monday. I will schedule them earlier or on other days on a case-
by-case basis. The goal here is to resolve all contested matters and pending issues before 
the day of trial to avoid making the jury wait. I handle contested matters on the day of  
trial only under exceptional circumstances. Attorneys should confer and attempt to 
resolve contested matters to the greatest extent possible.  
 Motions for continuance and motions to withdraw are evaluated in a very fact 
specific manner. A motion for continuance from a specially set trial date will only be 
granted in very exceptional circumstances, such as illness or death in the family. 
Continuances for witness unavailability are generally not viewed favorably. A motion to 
withdraw will not be viewed favorably if it is filed near or on the trial date.  
 Bond and bond hearings should involve diligent efforts to reach agreement with 
the DA’s office. My primary considerations will of course be whether the defendant 
poses a risk of danger to the community and whether the defendant is a flight risk.  
 Competency hearings are conducted in Magistrate Court.  
 I prefer briefs and case law to be presented prior to hearings, but I realize that is 
frequently not practical in State Court.  
 My policy on occupational licenses is to grant them liberally after reviewing the 
defendant’s driving record and in consultation with the parties. I grant expunctions in the 
interest of justice to deserving parties who have stayed out of trouble and are making a 
meaningful contribution to society. 
 My policy on appointing experts, investigators, and interpreters for indigent 
defendants is to do so liberally in the interest of justice. I don’t believe that an indigent 
defendant can get a fair trial in many cases unless these appointments are made.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

COURT DOCKETS 
 After consulting with the DA, the attorney should then contact the Court 
coordinator for a trial setting.  I examine various cases with the same trial date to 
determine the order of trials. This is usually done weeks in advance of the trial date. The 
policy is different for a TBC. I will usually conduct those whenever it is convenient for 
the parties unless I have a previous conflict. I don’t require a waiver to be signed on a 
TBC until the day of the trial. My jury trials are typically set for Monday through 
Wednesday or Thursday and the TBC’s are set on Thursday or Friday. 
 Competency trials are in magistrate Court. Motions to revoke are conducted at the 
same time as routine agreed pleas. I usually have pre-trial hearings on Thursday at 
11:00a.m. 

 
TRIALS 

 The docket order for trial is determined well before trial.  I am strict on it. If I 
have alerted parties that they are number one for trial on a certain day, we go on that day 
absent extenuating circumstances. I require the attorneys to appear and announce ready 
on the day of trial at 8:20a.m. Police officers and other witnesses are usually not required 
to be in Court until Tuesday unless it appears that the trial will be a lengthy one. In that 
case, they need to be present at 1:00p.m. The Court begins voir dire as soon as the jury is 
assembled, usually around 10:30a.m.  
 The Court will allow a plea on the day of trial only in unusual circumstances. I 
typically accept pleas up until the Thursday before the trial begins on Monday.  
 Trial motions and Motions in Limine should be submitted as far in advance of the 
trial date as possible, usually no later than the Thursday before trial.  
 I conduct the first portion of voir dire, with a heavy emphasis on legal principles. 
I usually allow 45 minutes to an hour per side for voir dire. Jurors are struck after the 
completion of voir dire. Individual questioning of jurors for cause takes place after the 
general voir dire has been completed. The Court permits and encourages the use of 
questionnaires as long as both parties agree to their use.  
 Opening and closing statement times are imposed in each case. The amount of 
time depends on the complexity of the case.  
 Counsel must ask to approach a witness and must otherwise respect the dignity of 
the proceeding. Some limited discussion at counsel table is allowed as are beverages. 
 My typical trial schedule is from 9:00.am. to 5:00p.m., with a two-hour break so 
that the Court can conduct other business. I take a mid-morning break and a mid-
afternoon break.  
 Audio visual equipment can be obtained, but must be requested in advance of 
trial.  
 The Courtroom is a place of dignity and respect. No hats are allowed or other 
gaudy displays of jewelry. Attorneys are allowed to go into the holdover as long as the 
trial is not disturbed. Cameras and other news equipment are not allowed in the 
Courtroom unless permission is first obtained.   


