FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 29, 2021

Statement from Dallas County Judge Clay Jenkins on GA-38

“The Governor’s order is based on polling data of what Republican primary voters want to hear;
conversely, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommendations are based
on the most recent data regarding the much more contagious Delta variant and what scientists
and medical professionals have learned thus far to combat the spread and harm of COVID.

The Governor’s order restricts school districts from requiring masks, increasing the chance
another school year will be ruined for students, while also making it more difficult to stop the
spread of COVID and illness for children and their families. School districts and their health
advisors are the best source of information for parents regarding education practice. It is my hope
that parents will work with school districts to get those eligible students age 12 and up
vaccinated, and follow mask wearing recommendations within buildings.

The Governor’s order also restricts some hospitals from ensuring their staff is vaccinated against
COVID. No one wants a loved one in the hospital unnecessarily infected with COVID. It is my
hope that hospital staff who have not yet been vaccinated will consider the fact that 200 million
Americans have already been vaccinated and work with their administrators to get their vaccine
so that hospitalized people will have their best chance of not contracting COVID from hospital
employees and contractors. My advice remains the same: to win the war against COVID we must
follow the science and listen to the experts, not the politicians.”
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