
                                                                                     

Dallas County Behavioral Health Leadership Team 

Thursday, June 12, 2025 

9:30am -11:00am 

In-Person & Virtual Meetings via Microsoft Teams 
 

 

I. Welcome and Call to Order 

• Review/Approval of May 8, 2025, Meeting Minutes 

 

II. Introductions 

 

III. North Texas Behavioral Health Authority (NTBHA) Update 

 

IV. Meadows Mental Health Policy Institute (MMHPI) Update 

 

V. Dallas County Behavioral Health Housing Workgroup Update 

 

VI. Dallas County Mental Health Advisory Committee Update  

 

VII. Legislative Update 

 

VIII. Funding Opportunities 

• SAMHSA Residential Treatment Grant Update 

• Community Courts Grant Update – Public Defender’s Office (PD) 

• Restorative Justice Division Update – District Attorney’s Office (RJD) 

 

IX. Upcoming Events and Notifications 

 

X. Public Comments 

 

XI. Adjournment 
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DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS 
Minutes of the Behavioral Health Leadership Team Meeting 

                    Thursday, May 8, 2025 
 https://www.dallascounty.org/departments/criminal-justice/bhlt/ 

 
Welcome and Call to Order 
Commissioner John Wiley Price called the Behavioral Health Leadership Team (BHLT) meeting 
to order at 9:30 AM. Commissioner Price welcomed everyone and announced that the meeting 
was being recorded and those who continued in attendance were consenting to being recorded as 
a part of the open records. 
 
The Commissioner present was Commissioner John Wiley Price. Commissioner Price 
entertained a motion for opening the meeting. A motion was made and seconded by another 
participant. The motion was unanimously passed by the committee members. 
 
Review/Approval of Minutes 
The minutes of the BHLT meeting held on Thursday, April 10, 2025, were included in the 
meeting packet. Commissioner Price offered an opportunity for the minutes to be reviewed and 
approved. The minutes were approved as submitted.  
 
Introduction 
Commissioner Price welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked first-time attendees to 
introduce themselves.  

• Geoffrey Camp- Vice President, Behavioral Health at Parkland Health Hospital 
• Rodney Taylor- Mayor, City of Balch Springs 
• Christina Dean- Chief, Public Defender’s Office 
• Matt Goodman-Reporter, Child Poverty Action Lab  
• Cindy Bullard- Program Manager, Homeward Bound  

 
North Texas Behavioral Health Authority (NTBHA) Update 
Carol Lucky, CEO, NTBHA, provided an update on the incorrect report from the Office of 
Inspector General (OIG), she stated the OIG has received and published the corrected report. 
NTBHA was the largest Local Behavioral Health Authority with 652,875 services provided and 
59,895 people served in 2024. Ms. Lucky reported that a new collaborative project has begun with 
Terrell State Hospital to improve the transition of OPC (outpatient Commitments) and voluntary 
admissions to private hospitals, the goal is to free up space at Terrell for longer-term transfers and 
reduce unnecessary hospital congestion. Ms. Lucky reported collaboration is also ongoing with 
the Dallas County District Attorney’s Office to move individuals out of jail after charges are 
dropped, so far 14 individuals have been moved to civil commitment since April as an alternative 
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to being released back onto the streets. The overall aim is to ensure appropriate, supportive 
transitions from jail or hospital into ongoing services. Ms. Lucky reported that NTBHA is working 
to approve a budget for the newly purchased state hospital step down facility and the Children’s 
Respite Program in Waxahachie. Ms. Lucky reported that there have been requests for the 
Multisystemic Therapy (MST) program as there is a growing demand to expand but funding 
remains a challenge. Ms. Lucky reported that NTBHA plans to rebid their audit firm contract and 
select a new firm as their current firm is significantly delayed and risking major finding for 
agencies. 
 
Meadows Mental Health Policy Institution (MMHPI) 
Ron Stretcher, Senior Director of Systems Management, MMHPI, reported that the Deflection 
center is running at full capacity including its crisis respite and residential programs, that clients 
are engaged, the environment is calm, and operations appear well coordinated.  
Doug Denton, Executive Director, Homeward Bound, reported that the Rapid Response team as 
contributed twenty-eight admissions through on the street interventions at convenience stores and 
other public spaces. Mr. Denton reports that the DART and public transit platforms are another 
major source of referrals especially overnight. Mr. Denton reported that a second-year funding 
proposal has been submitted to the foundation that supported the initial pilot. Commissioner Price 
requested data showing cost savings or offsets due to diverted 911 calls and tangible community 
impact.  
   
Dallas County Behavioral Health Housing Workgroup (BHHWG) 
Commissioner Dr. Theresa Daniel, reported significant funding cuts are impacting key services 
such as, Recovery Support Services, Medication-Assisted Treatment (MAT), Homeward Bound 
Programs, SAMHSA initiatives and Bureau of Justice grant applications. Commissioner Daniel 
emphasized a need for wraparound services and expanded need for permanent supportive housing 
and housing vouchers. Commissioner Daniel reported near full utilization of housing choice 
vouchers through the Dallas County Housing Authority. Commissioner Daniel also reported that 
Housing Froward presented a federally funded youth housing initiative with participation from 
Family Gateway and six additional partner organizations, as this area remains a high need, 
sensitive issue within housing coordination efforts.  
 
Dallas County Mental Health Advisory Committee Update 
Yordanos Melake, Program Manager, Criminal Justice Department provided the update. Ms. 
Melake reported, for the month of April, there were 3019 magistrate orders for 16.22 screenings 
with 2,463 completed, 1,413 were face-to-face interviews, 168 were completed via telehealth. Ms. 
Melake reported there were 198 individuals who refused screenings, 450 individuals unable to 
locate due to either being out of custody or not available during the multiple attempts to interview. 
The Mental Health Advisory Committee will continue to meet every three months on the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month, with the next meeting currently scheduled for Tuesday June 10, 2025, at 
2pm.  
 
Legislative Update  
Janie Metzinger, Director of External Affairs, NTBHA, provided an update and referred to the 
Legislative reports in the packet. Ms. Metzinger reported that over 8,000 House bills and 3,000 
Senate bills and historically only about twenty percent of the bills filed will pass. Ms. Metzinger 
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provided an update on legislative deadlines and timelines; Sine Die (the last day of session) is 
June 2, the last day for House to vote on Senate bills is May 24 and that the pace of legislative 
activity is accelerating with many bills likely to die in committee or be stalled. 
 
Funding Opportunities Updates 
• SAMHSA Residential Treatment Grant Update 

Regina Fowlks, SAMHSA Coordinator, referred to the SAMHSA report in the packet. Ms. 
Fowlks reported for the month of April; SAMHSA had zero admissions to Nexus Recovery. 
Homeward Bound had two admissions with an average wait time of 19 days. Ms. Fowlks 
reported that the SAMHSA annual goal is to have 35 admissions annually and by the end of 
April they were at 34 with plans to meet this goal by the end of May. Ms. Fowlks reported the 
goal for SAMHSA’s success rate is 75% and they are on track to meet this goal as well. 

 
• Community Courts Grant Update-Public Defender’s Office (PD) 

Christi Dean, Chief, Public Defender’s Office, provided an update on the mental health 
statistics within the packet. Ms. Dean reports that the report for the South Dallas and 
Community Courts were not available for April but will be provided in next month’s BHLT 
packet.  

 
• Restorative Justice Division-District Attorney’s Office (RJD) 

Julie Turnbull, Chief of Restorative Justice Division, District Attorney’s Office, referred to 
the BHLT packet for the April report.  

 
Upcoming Events and Notifications 
• Mental Health Summit on May 17, 2025, at Rockwall Friendship Baptist Church 

“Maintaining Positive Emotions during Tough Times.” from 9:30am-2pm.  
• Recovery oriented bible study held by Dr. Taylor every Wednesday at 6pm at APAA, 2800 

Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, Dallas, Texas 75215 
• APAA will host Recovery at the Movies for Judge Garza’s DIVERT Court 
• Life Enhancement Services is looking to hire Community Support Specialists, Outreach 

Coordinators and Qualified Mental Health Professional 
• Doug Denton reminded the committee that Homeward Bound receives funding from 

NTBHA for substance abuse treatment and services.  
 
 
Adjournment 
Commissioner Price thanked everyone for their collaboration and service. The meeting was 
adjourned at 10:26 a.m. 





Dallas County Behavioral Health Housing Work Group 

Dallas County Administration, 500 Elm Street, 7th Floor, Dallas Texas 75202 
May 23, 2025 Minutes 

 
Mission Statement: The Dallas County Behavioral Health Housing Work Group (DCBHWG), with diverse representation, will 
formulate recommendations on the creation of housing and housing related support services designed to safely divert 
members of special populations in crisis away from frequent utilization of expensive and sometimes unnecessary inpatient 
stays, emergency department visits and incarceration.   

 

Success will be measured in placement of consumers in housing and the decreased utilization of higher levels of care 
(hospitals and emergency care visits) and reduced incarceration in the Dallas County Jail. The DCBHWG is committed to a 
data driven decision-making process with a focus on data supported outcomes. 
 
ATTENDEES: Commissioner Theresa Daniel, Dallas County; Latoya Jenkins, Dallas County; Tzeggabrhan Kidane, Dallas 
County; Laura Edmonds, DCCJ; Quincy Hogan, Metrocare; Larry Gordon, Downton Dallas Inc.; Raven Carr, Sharing Life; 
Kelvin Brown, Homepoint; Doug Denton, Homeward Bound 
 
Dr. Daniel opened the meeting by having the members at the table to introduce themselves.   
  
CALL TO ORDER: Commissioner and the committee approved the minutes from the April 23rd  meeting. 

 
GOVERNANCE 
Homeless Advisory Committee: Commissioner Theresa Daniel, Dallas County 
The Homeless Advisory Committee meeting was held on Monday, April 21st  and the eviction data is in the report. 
Commissioner Daniel reported about the eviction data from month to month to which Doug Denton pointed out 
that there was a significant change due to the holidays.  Commissioner Daniel pointed out that the evictions are not 
decreasing.  
 
RESOURCES 
Housing Navigator: Laura Edmonds, Dallas County  
Laura Edmonds stated that the reports are in the packets. She stated that Kimberley Rawls is working closely with 
the partners to get the FUSE data and will hopefully have a report for next month.  She applied for the State 
Housing Crisis Service Grant but will probably not have any feedback until the fall.  There was a decrease in the 
monthly jail book-ins in April, but those who were identified as Suspected Mental Health book-ins slightly 
increased. Commissioner Daniel asked what the percentage of mental health book-ins are, to which Laura stated 
about 50 percent. She stated that for those experiencing homelessness the numbers were 73 percent, and that 
information could be found in the report. She also reported that the Dallas Connector is running well on our end. 
 
Commissioner Daniel asked if the mental health numbers we are experiencing in the jail is comparable to what is 
being seen on the streets downtown.  Larry Gordon of Downtown Dallas Inc. stated that they are seeing an increase 
in those with complex needs on the streets downtown.  He stated that the City of Dallas City Manager Kim Tolbert 
is taking an aggressive stance and looking to increase enforcement to secure public safety.  He reported that they 
have about 27 known assailants that have been identified. Doug Denton stated that of the 27 reported, they see 
about 4 or 5 at the Deflection Center. Mr. Denton also stated that one issue is that the assailants has a choice as to 
whether or not they receive treatment and if they want treatment, some of the facilities may not have a bed 
available.  Larry Gordon stated that the City of Dallas Community Court and the South Dallas Drug Court are trying 
to give the choice between treatment or jail, but bed availability needs to be addressed.   
There was also some discussion on how to address the concerns after hours from 6:00 pm-6:00 am.  Larry Gordon 
stated that he has his field operations out in the field until 11:00 pm.  DPD is supposed to have staff that are there 
for those with mental health issues, but they are not responding all the time.  Doug Denton stated that the 
Deflection Center is available 24/7, but they have to have someone to transport.  The Connector does not run 
during that time.  Doug Denton pointed out that the City of Dallas doesn’t allow halfway houses within the city so 
there are limitations on where these individuals can go.  
 
 
 



Housing Authority: Dallas County Housing  
Thomas Lewis was not available for the meeting but submitted a report that was available in the meeting packet.  
Commissioner Daniel noted that the numbers have not changed much in the past few years, and she noted that it 
would be good to see what the City of Dallas Housing Authority is doing and what their numbers look like.  
 
MetroCare: Quincy Hogan, Metrocare 
Quincy Hogan reported that they are having some struggles in the permanent supportive housing area.   They are 
having a high turnover rate and are struggling to keep some of the people in the program.   He stated those that are 
being housed are bringing along others that were in the encampments with them and it has brought about security 
concerns.  They had to hire 24 hour security to monitor the entryways and discourage loitering. He states they are 
now looking into different designs for their future housing projects. Commissioner Daniel mentioned the veteran 
housing that Gary Hasty provides in Pleasant Grove and suggested that Metrocare and Gary Hasty connect to view 
his housing model.  
 
AIDS Services of Dallas: Traswell Livingston, AIDS Services of Dallas 
Traswell Livingston was not able to attend the meeting but provided a report in the meeting packet.  A point was 
made about their wait list with no available beds.  Commissioner Daniel also mentioned their resource partnerships 
and agreements with healthcare providers including Parkland.  She also noted that within the report, that over half 
of the residents in the AIDS housing are over 55 years old.   
 
Pre-Trial Diversion and Mental Health Screenings:  Laura Edmonds, Dallas County  
Laura Edmonds reported that the Criminal Justice Department continues to work with NTBHA to facilitate releases 
from the Dallas County Jail through community mental health services. In April, they facilitated 42 releases. There 
was a question about whether defendants are aware of all of their options.  Laura stated that their department 
does legal education in collaboration with the Defense Bar and their class for next month is about Parkland’s 
Medicated Assisted Treatment.  Commissioner Daniel asked if Ms. Edmonds would look at the system and ensure 
that it is working properly.  
 
PROJECTS AND INDUSTRY UPDATES 
Homeward Bound: Doug Denton, Homeward Bound  
Doug Denton reported they had a banner month with 102 people visiting the Deflection Center in April. In April to 
accommodate those coming in, the average length of stay was five days.  This was due to increased case 
management staffing. By instituting the Rapid Response from the foundation grant, the Rapid Response Mobile 
Crisis Team facilitated 28 direct diversion connections. Their average response time to the community is 30 minutes 
and they offer services to the individual. They are receiving quite a few walk-ins, people from the MCOT, and DART. 
They are moving people through their crisis residential services to make the eventual connection with the 
psychiatrist.  
 
Commissioner Daniel talked about recent affordable housing articles that highlighted options that may be available 
to solve some of the housing shortages.  These strategies included smart outward expansion, the cities’ permitting 
infield development, the cities’ encouraging innovative technologies for housing such as 3D printed housing, and 
cities getting intentional about their housing make-up.    
She also reported that Jim Mattingly supplied some information regarding rental properties.  She stated there is a 
downward trend in new unit deliveries for next year with fewer units coming online because the area is 
experiencing more vacancies within the units.  
        
 Commissioner Daniel thanked everyone for their work and encouraged them to continue to kep on .   
                                           Next Meeting:  June 25, 2025 



Acknowledgment 
We would like to extend our sincere appreciation to Adapt Community Solutions for their continued partnership and dedication in completing the 16.22 CCP interviews. Their timely and thorough 
work plays a vital role in supporting the mission of the Mental Health Assessment Unit within the Criminal Justice Department. We are grateful for their commitment to ensuring individuals receive 
the appropriate assessments and care. 

                       
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2025 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec  
Magistrate Orders 2535 2502 2978 3019 3161        
Completed Screenings Sent Out by Mag 
Clerks  2033 1912 2463 2463 2507               
Face to Face Interviews 1026 1083 1615 1413 1508               
Telehealth/ Telephone Interviews 267 113 21 168 272               
Desk Reviews (Reports sent that were 
completed in the past 365 days) 740 718 882 882 1381               
Refused Screening 171 172 198 198 225               
Unable to Locate 408 356 450 450 330               
Average days from order received to 
screening for individuals in custody  
(for a defendant held in custody, not later than 96 
hours after the time an order was issued under 
Subsection (a)) 3.7 2.4 2.7 2.7 1.8               
Average days from order received to 
screening for individuals out of custody (for a 
defendant released from custody, not later than the 
30th day after the date an order was issued under 
Subsection (a)) 17.56 23.6 23.7 23.7 9.4               
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89th Texas Legislature 
Behavioral Health Bills  
Bills That Passed-June 2, 2025 
 

STATE BUDGET BILLS 
SB 1-Huffman-General Appropriations Act 
Current Status: Conference Committee Report passed Senate June 1.  Passed House June 2 and was sent to 
the Comptroller for certification.  It will then be sent to the Governor. 
 
HB 500-Bonnen-Supplemental Appropriations—Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC). 
Current Status:  Passed House and Senate June 1, and was sent to the Comptroller for certification June 2, 
then will be sent to the Governor. 
 

HOUSE BILLS 
HB 18-VanDeaver-Rural Health Stabilization and Innovation Act. 
Establishes programs and services for health care in rural counties.   
Section 2-Requires HHSC to develop and implement a strategic plan to ensure that rural Texans have access 
to hospital services using at least one of the following methods:  
• Enhanced cost reimbursement for hospitals participating in Medicaid managed care and a supplemental 

payment program for rural hospitals. 
• Hospital rate enhancement for rural hospitals. 
• Reduction in punitive actions under Medicaid and an enhancement of merit-based programs for rural 

hospitals. 
• Reduction of state regulatory-related costs. 
• Establishment of a minimum fee schedule for Medicaid managed care organizations (MCOs), based on 

federal rules by the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services. 
Section 3-Requires HHSC: 
• To develop a rural hospital financial needs assessment and financial vulnerability index to quantify the 

hospital’s ability to: 
o Maintain current patient services 
o Meet hospital’s financial obligations and 
o Remain operational. 

• Establishes a State Office of Rural Hospital Finance to provide technical assistance to rural hospitals. 
• Establishes a Texas Rural Hospital Officers Academy. 
 
 
 
Yellow highlighting indicates legislation that directly relates to Local Behavioral Health Authorities, Local Mental Health 
Authorities  or Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics. 
Current Status:  The stage the bill has reached at the time of writing.   

 
This document is intended for informational purposes only and is not intended to indicate a position for 

or against any legislation.  If you have questions, please contact at jmetzinger@ntbha.org 
 

https://www.lbb.texas.gov/Documents/Appropriations_Bills/89/LBB_Recommended_Senate/SenateIntro_GAB_89R.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/HB00500H.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/HB00018E.htm
mailto:jmetzinger@ntbha.org
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HB 18-continued 
 
Section 4-Establishes grant programs for rural hospitals, hospital districts and hospital authorities: 
• Financial Stabilization Grant Program 
• Emergency Hardship Grant Program 
• Innovation Grant Program 
• Rural Hospital Support Gant Program 
• General Grant Program  
Section 5-Directs HHSC to develop and calculate an add-on reimbursement rate for rural hospitals that have 
obstetrics and gynecology departments. 
Section 6-Defines Rural Health Clinic and Rural Hospital. 
Section 7-Establishes a Pediatric Tele-Connectivity Resource Program for Rural Texas, 
Section 8-Specifies use of program grants. 
Section 9-Defines grant recipient selection procedures. 
Section 10-Requires a biennial report by December 1 of even-numbered years. 
Section 11-Amends Texas Health and Safety Code to reflect Federal of Code Regulations chapter 42, 
Section 491.2. 
Section 12-Amends Texas Health and Safety Code 113 to add a subchapter on Rural Pediatric Mental Health 
Care Access Program for Rural Hospitals and Rural Clinics, using the Texas Child Mental Health 
Consortium. 
Section 13-Requires the Texas Child Mental Health Consortium to make a biennial report on its activities 
including rural hospitals and rural health clinics. 
Section 14-repeals Texas Government Codes 548.0351 (1) and 548.0356.  
Section 15-Authorizes HHSC to seek any necessary federal waivers to implement HB 18. 
Section 16-Directs HHSC to contract with institutions of higher education to administer the Texas Rural 
Hospital Officers Academy. 
Current Status:  Passed House and Senate.  Sent to Governor May 31. 
 
HB 109-Rose-Amends Texas Health and Safety Code 551.007 to allow construction, expansion, or 
operation of inpatient mental health facilities for residential treatment for juveniles in state custody. 
Companion/Similar:  SB 2583-Kolkhorst 
Current Status:  Passed House and Senate.  Sent to Governor May 22. 
 
HB 114-Cortez-Transfers current veteran-related grants and programs from HHSC to the Texas Veterans 
Commission, including: 
• Mental Health Program for Veterans. 
• Texas Veterans and Family Alliance Grant Program. 
• Veteran Suicide Prevention Action Plan, 
Current Status: HB 114 Passed House and Senate.  Sent to Governor May 31. 
 
 
 
 

https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/HB00109F.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/SB02583I.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/HB00114I.htm
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HB 171-Guillen-The Anell Borrego Act-Amends Texas Health and Safety Code regarding the certificate of 
medical examination for chemical dependency and the duration of court-ordered treatment. 
Section 3 amends Section 462.064 (c) Adds a physician’s opinion stating that the person’s likelihood to 
harm self, others, or to continue to suffer abnormal mental, emotional, or physical distress and to deteriorate 
in ability to function independently if not treated, and to make rational and informed choice regarding 
treatment is as a result of the proposed patient’s chemical dependency. 
Sections 4, 5, and 7 amend Sections 462.069 (a), 462.075(f), and 462.081 (a) and (b), respectively, to 
designate Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) to approve treatment facilities for court 
commitments. 
Section 6 amends 462.080(b) to allow the facility administrator to discharge the patient before the expiration 
of the period in the court order if the treating physician determines the patient no longer meets criteria for 
court-ordered treatment. 
Section 7-Amends 462.081(a) and (d) to allow a misdemeanor court judge to remand a defendant to a 
treatment facility approved by the commission for at least 30 days but not more than 90 days instead of 
incarceration or fine if the defendant  
• Has been found guilty of a Class A or B misdemeanor 
• The court finds that the offense related to or resulted from the defendant’s chemical dependency. 
• An HHSC-approved treatment facility is available and  
• The HHSC-approved treatment facility agrees to admit the defendant. 
A juvenile court may remand a child to treatment for at least 30 days but not more than 90 days if: 
• The court finds that the child has engaged in delinquent conduct or conduct indicating a need for 

supervision and 
• The conduct resulted from or was related to the child’s chemical dependency. 
• A facility approved by HHSC to accept court commitments is available to treat the child and 
• The HHSC-approved facility agrees in writing to receive the child. 
Section 8-Provisions of this bill apply only after the effective date. 
Section 9-Effective date is September 1 if signed by the Governor. 
Current Status:  Passed House  and Senate.  Sent to Governor May 31. 
 
HB 305-Hays-Amends Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 46b.084(d-1), which applies in cases in which 
the defendant has been found competent to stand trial to read: 
(d-1) This article does not require the criminal case to be finally resolved within any specific period, except 
that, in a jurisdiction to which (d) (1) applies, a pretrial hearing on any evidentiary or procedural issue that 
must be resolved for the criminal proceedings in the case to proceed to trial or another resolution must be 
conducted not later than the 14th day after the date of the court’s determination under this article that the 
defendant’s competency has been restored.” 
Companion:  SB 2096-Cook   
Current Status: Passed House.  Passed Senate May 23.  Sent to Governor May 26. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/HB00171I.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/HB00305I.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/SB02096I.htm
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HB 1593-Campos-Establishes advisory committee to study the need for suicide prevention and peer support 
in fire departments in Texas.  Companion SB 1131-Middleton 
• The Advisory Committee shall be composed of fire fighters, fire chiefs, licensed mental health 

professionals, a representative of the Texas A&M Engineering Extension Service, and the Executive 
Director of the Texas Commission on Fire Protection.  

• Requires the advisory committee to prepare a report, by September 1, 2026, to the Governor and the 
Legislature including an overview of peer support in fire departments and  recommendations on: 

o Possible licensing requirements and confidentiality concerns. 
o Recommendations for the need for legislation. 
o Whether to encourage local governments to develop suicide prevention and peer support groups 

in fire departments. 
o Specific programs to be implemented 

Current Status:  Passed House and Senate.  Sent to the Governor on May 20, and signed May 28.  Effective 
September 1, 2025. 
 
HB 1620-Leach-Non-substantive additions and / revisions LBHA / LMHA statutes. 
Companion:  SB 2375-N. Johnson 
Current Status: HB 1620 Passed House and Senate, Sent to Governor on May 16.  Effective September 1. 
 
HB 1965-J. Garcia-Directs Texas Veterans Commission to study mental health services to evaluate: 
• Strategies to improve and expand mental health services provided by the Military Veteran Peer Network,  
• Recommendations on expanding the number of certified peer service coordinators who provide mental 

health services to members of the armed forces, veterans, and their families. 
• The study must include a focused section on certified peer service coordinators in rural communities.  

Report due December 1, 2026. 
Current Status:  Passed House April 30.  Passed Senate May 21.  Sent to Governor May 26. 
 
HB 2035-Oliverson-Amends Texas Health and Safety Code 462.022 to require a chemical dependency 
treatment facility that refuses to admit a minor for voluntary treatment and rehabilitation shall inform the 
parent, managing conservator or guardian of the right to seek treatment at another facility.  
Current Status:  Passed House and Senate.  Sent to Governor May 31. 
 
HB 4783-VanDeaver-Directs HHSC to prepare a biennial report on opioid antagonist programs for opioid 
overdose reversal and prevention to include: 
• A needs assessment established by state agencies and institutions of higher education.  
• Establish a statewide saturation goal, including data sources and methodology to estimate current supply 

insufficiencies. 
• A communication plan to address opioid overdoses in areas of Texas at higher risk for increased numbers 

of overdoses. 
• A description of all state and federal money appropriated for the program. 
• List and describe all available state and federally funded purchase and distribution programs for opioid 

antagonists. 
• Establish distribution strategies. 
 

https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/HB01593I.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/SB01131I.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/HB01620I.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB1965
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/HB02035I.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/HB04783I.htm
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HB 4783-continued 
• Make recommendations for improvement for addressing opioid overdoses among high-risk populations, 

including school-aged children, pregnant and postpartum women, and individuals residing in rural 
Texas. 

• Coordination and consultation with state agencies and institutions of higher education that receive 
resources for distribution.  

• Report is due by October 1 of even-numbered years.  Companion: SB 2378-Hancock. 
Current Status:  HB 4783 Passed House and Senate. Sent to Governor May 26.    
 
HB 5155-Rose-Amends Texas Government Code 547 Subchapter A to add the Maternal Opioid Misuse 
(MOM) model of care using federal funds  to improve quality and accessibility of care for  
• Pregnant women with opioid use disorder on Medicaid during prenatal and postpartum periods, and 
• Their children after birth. 
Directs HHSC to continue implementing the program to the extent that funding is available. 
Current Status:  Passed House and Senate.  Sent to Governor May 28. 

 
HB 5342-Langraf-Amends Texas Government Code 547, 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline Trust Fund.   
• Defines “crisis center” as a center participating in the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline network to respond 

to statewide or regional communications. 
• Requires an annual report of the use of crisis centers in Texas and the services provided by the centers 

to the Texas Legislature and to US Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. 
• Directs HHSC to conduct a study on implementation, maintenance, and improvement. 
  Current Status:  Passed House and Senate.  Sent to Governor May 22. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/SB02378I.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/HB05155F.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/HB05342I.htm
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SENATE BILLS  

SB 207-Paxton and Johnson-Amends Texas Education Code 25.087 (b) to allow a temporary excused 
absence from school to attend an appointment with a mental health professional. 
Companion Bill- HB 5251-Leo Wilson. 
Current Status:  SB 207 passed Senate and House, Signed by Governor May 30, Effective immediately.  
 
SB 513-Sparks -Establishes a Rural Community-Based Care Pilot Program to implement a sustainable, 
replicable model of child welfare services that increases innovation, community engagement and 
improves outcomes for children and families. 
• Lead entity must be a local nonprofit or a local government.   
• Directs Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) to gather information from local 

stakeholders regarding local needs to help in preparing requests for bids and proposals. 
• Program model must include:   

o Early intervention services o Foster care and kinship care 
o Family preservation services o Adoption and post-adoption services 
o Case management o Transition for youth aging out of foster care 

• Qualifications of a lead entity: 
o Must be a non-profit agency that has a board of directors composed entirely of residents of the 

catchment area or a local government entity. 
o Have a strong community support and partnerships. 
o Experience in leading regional collaborative initiatives. 
o Capacity to coordinate with local child- and family-serving agencies. 

• DFPS shall request necessary regional information to assist preparation of the request for bids, 
proposals or interest. 

• DFPS and the lead agency shall develop a pilot program model including; 
o A timeline. 
o Identified funding. 
o Services to families and children that are family-based. 
 Ensure child safety. 
 Prevent entry into foster care. 
 Include family preservation, case management, foster care and kinship care. 
 Adoption and post-adoption services. 
 Transition services for youth aging out of foster care. 
 Additional services to meet needs of children and families in the region. 

o Development and coordination with a diverse network of providers including faith-based 
organizations, LBHAs/LMHAs, and others.   

o Use innovative approaches to improve outcomes. 
o Address geographic disparities in service availability and access in the child welfare system. 
o Create an oversight and quality assurance system. 
o Financial management of risks and resources. 
o Develop policies and procedures to provide services within applicable laws, unless waived by 

DFPS. 
 
 

https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/SB00207I.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/HB05251I.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/SB00513E.htm
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SB 513-continued 
• DFPS and lead entity shall establish a community alliance of stakeholders to provide a forum for 

community participation and governance to include: 
o Local families with lived experience with the child welfare system.. 
o Local representative from the judiciary, education and health care. 
o Other community stakeholders. 

• Community alliance duties include planning, use of resources, needs assessment, community 
priorities, outcome goals resource development. 

• Funding and Resource Development-DFPS shall seek input from the lead entity regarding a capitated 
funding model for the pilot, using a fixed rate per child served. 

• DFPS shall determine the feasibility of an integrated electronic case management system. 
o Provide technical support and access to data, information sharing outcome tracking. 
o Establish protocols to ensure privacy, security and efficient data sharing. 

• DFPS and pilot program must implement a workforce development plan that addresses rural 
challenges, recruitment and retention of child welfare workers. 

• DFPS must contract for an independent evaluation of the pilot program. 
• Requires a formal conflict resolution process, a change order process, and an annual report. 
Companion:  HB 1536-Craddick   
SB 513-Sparks Passed Senate and House, sent to Governor May 1.  Signed by Governor May 13, 
effective September 1, 2025. 
 
SB 528-Schwertner-Regarding inpatient competency restoration services.   
Amends Texas Health and Safety Code Title 7, Subtitle C, adds Chapter 580 regarding inpatient competency 
restoration services. 
• Applies to facilities that contract with HHSC to provide competency restoration services for a person 

to stand trial. 
• Directs HHSC to require contracted facilities to enter into a memorandum of understanding powers and 

duties of regarding competency restoration with:  
o The county and municipality in which the facility is located. 
o The LBHA/LMHA.  

• Requires each facility to report annually to HHSC regarding: 
o Total number of individuals who received inpatient competency restoration services. 
o Total number of individuals who were restored. 
o Average number of days an individual received services. 
o Number of individuals restored in less than 60 days. 
o Number of individuals not restored and for whom a treatment extension is sought. 
o Number of individuals not restored who were transferred to an inpatient mental health facility or 

residential care facility. 
o For individuals not restored, the average length of time between the time the determination was 

made that the person was not restored and the date of transfer to a mental health or residential care 
facility. 

o Data should be separated by whether individuals were charged with a misdemeanor or felony and 
other factors deemed relevant by HHSC. 

o Annual report due to Legislator by September 1, first report due September 1, 2027. 
 Performance evaluation of each facility. 

https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/HB01536I.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/SB00513E.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/SB00528I.htm
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SB 528-continued 
 Aggregated demographic data on persons receiving competency restoration services at 

applicable facility. 
 Criminal offenses charged. 
 Countries of origin. 
 Diagnoses, if applicable. 
 Overall cost of competency restoration services at the facility. 
 At a state hospital. 
 Other competency restoration programs managed by the commission. 

Companion:  HB 5121-Harris-Davila.    
Current Status:  SB 528 passed Senate and House.  Sent to Governor May 28. 
 
SB 646-West-Amends the Texas Education Code 61.601.   
• Adds licensed master social workers, licensed professional counselor associates, licensed marriage and 

family therapist associates, and certified school counselors with a master’s degree to the list of mental 
health professionals eligible for educational loan repayment assistance. 

• To be eligible for loan repayment assistance, a mental health professional must provide services at a 
state hospital, an LBHA/LMHA  or a public school. 

Current Status:  Passed Senate and House.  Sent to the Governor June 1. 
 
SB 897-Blanco- Amends Texas Government Codes 547.0304 and .0305 related to community mental health 
grant programs assisting veterans and their families. Companion Bill HB 1819-Ray Lopez. 
• Amends the county match required for single counties to: 

o 25% of the grant amount for counties with population of less than 100,000. 
o 50% of the grant amount for counties with population of 100,000 to less than 250,000. 
o 75% (reduced from 100%) for counties with population greater than 250,000. 

• Amends the county match required for multiple counties to the size of the largest county in the 
community mental health program: 
o 25% of the grant amount for counties with population of less than 100,000. 
o 50% of the grant amount for counties with population of 100,000 to less than 250,000. 
o 75% (reduced from 100%) for counties with population greater than 250,000. 

Current Status:  SB 897 Senate and House.  Signed by the Governor May 15.  Effective September 1, 2025. 
 
SB 1137-Miles-Creates a criminal offense related to group home consultant referrals. 
• Requires owners or operators of group homes to obtain criminal history record information from the 

Texas Department of Public Safety for employees or applicants for employment. 
• Prohibits collection of compensation for referral to a group home. 
• Prohibits referral to an unlicensed or unpermitted group home unless no licensed or permitted group 

home operates in the geographic region where the person desires to reside. 
• Or the person’s family cannot afford the cost of residing in a licensed or permitted home. 
• Requires that the consultant must inform the person of any complaints against the group home “of which 

the consultant has actual knowledge. 
• Violations are a Class B misdemeanor. 
Current Status: Passed Senate and House.  Sent to Governor June 1. 

https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/HB05121I.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/Search/DocViewer.aspx?DocId=89RSB006461B&AllWords=&AnyWords=&ExactWords=&CustomWords=Local+Mental+Health+Authority&DocType=B
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/Text.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB897
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/HB01819I.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/SB01137I.htm
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SB 1164-Zaffirini-Regarding Emergency Detention Orders for persons evidencing mental illness and court-
ordered inpatient and extended mental health services. 
Section 1-Amends Texas Health and Safety Code 573.001(b). Adds to the criteria to severe emotional 
distress and deterioration of the person’s mental condition…”including the person’s inability to recognize 
symptoms or appreciate the risks and benefits of treatment,”… and that the person is likely without 
immediate detention to suffer serious risk of harm or to inflict serious harm on another person”. 
Section 2-Changes heading of Texas Health and Safety Code 573.002 to “Peace Officer’s Notification of 
Emergency Detention”. 
Section 3-Amends Texas Health and Safety Code 573.002. 
• Adds the word “emergency” before the word “detention”. 
• Strikes the requirement for the officer to give a specific description of the risk of harm.  
• Specifies a list of information that the emergency detention documentation must contain. 
• Allows the peace officer or emergency medical services personnel to leave the facility after transporting.  

o When the person and the person is taken into custody by appropriate facility staff and  
o The notification of emergency detention is given to the facility. 

Section 4-Amends Texas Health and Safety Code 573.003(a) regarding emergency detention of a ward. 
Section 5-Amends Texas Health and Safety Code 573.012 (b)add language regarding the person’s inability 
to recognize symptoms or appreciate the risks and benefits of treatment. 
Section 6- Amends Texas Health and Safety Code 573.022(a) to include language of Section 5 here as well. 
Section 7-Amends Texas Health and Safety Code 574.001(b) regarding county in which the emergency 
detention order must be filed. 
Section 8-Amends Texas Health and Safety Codes 574.011 (a) and (b) to add lack of capacity language to 
the certificate of medical examination. 
Section 9-Amends Texas Health and Safety Code 574.034(a) and (d) to add lack of insight language and 
likelihood of suffering or inflicting harm. 
Section 10-Amends Texas Health and Safety Codes 574.035 (a) and (e) regarding the judge’s options for 
court-ordered temporary inpatient mental health services, adds updated language. 
Section 11-Amends Texas Health and Safety Codes 574.064(a-1) regarding the judge’s options for court-
ordered extended inpatient mental health services.  Adds updated language, strikes previous reference to 
“substantial risk of serious harm”. 
Section 12-Repeals Texas Health and Safety Codes 573.001.(b), .003(b) and .012(c).   
Section 13 and 14-If passed, this legislation only applies to emergency detentions that begin on or after the 
effective date of the act, September 1, 2025.   Companion Bill HB 5463-Moody, 
Current Status:  Passed Senate and House.  Sent to Governor June 1. 
 
SB 1580-Blanco-Amends Texas Health and Safety Code to require that the governing body of a 
LBHA/LMHA must include a veteran selected by a majority of the governing body members. 
Current Status:  Passed Senate and House.  Sent to Governor June 1. 
 
SB 2069-Zaffirini-Authorizes a study of the feasibility of implementing an acute psychiatric bed registry.   
Companion Bill HB 2711-Vo 
Current Status-SB 2069 Passed Senate and House.  Sent to Governor May 27. 
 
 

https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/SB01164I.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/HB05463I.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/SB01580I.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/SB02069I.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/HB02711I.htm
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KRIST CALDWELL
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L. Roberts 102 5 12 39 0 0 0 0 0 46 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 14 16 0 0 0
C. Cox 120 0 0 0 0 0 99 9 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 14 8 1 0 14
K. Nelson 99 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 85 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 5 6 0 0 0
R. Black 160 0 0 0 0 50 0 0 0 0 0 0 63 0 47 0 0 0 5 0 8 8 0 0 0
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Restorative Justice Division – Mental Health 
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Restorative Justice Division – Mental Health 
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Restorative Justice Division – Mental Health 
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RENTAL HOUSING PROJECT / MONTHLY OCCUPANCY REPORT

Name of project:___Cottages at Hickory Crossing_________________________Address: ___1621 S. Malcolm X Blvd., Dallas, TX 75226______________Report Month: March 2025 3/7/2025

Instructions: Complete columns 1 through 7 for each unit.  Complete columns 8 through 17 for each occupied unit.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Utility information Race or If household receives Section 8 Move in Date
Which are ethnicity assistance, complete these columns
used by unit? What utility bills does How much of tenant Type of
1 = E heating tenant pay separate monthly W = white Sec 8 Amount of monthly
2 = G heating from (in addition to) Monthly rent is Tenant's B = Black Female assistance: Section 8 assistance
3 = E cook the monthly rent? contract actually household H = Hispanic Ages of head of 1 = Rapid Rehousing Amount Amount of

No. of 4 = G cook Gas Water Elect (asking) paid by gross I = Indian No. of children household 2 = Tenant base voucher of rent utilities
Apt. Tenant's last name bedrooms 5 = E water htr Y = Yes Y = Yes Y = Yes rent for current annual A = Asian persons 18 yrs. or Y = Yes 3 = Project paid by paid by
No. (or enter "Vacant") in unit 6 = G water htr N = No N = No N = No this unit tenant? income O = Other in unit younger N = No based voucher Sec 8 Sec 8

1 Lomodong 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        300 12,024.00                          B 1 0 N 3 1,330             0 02/15/2017
2 Whitaker 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        50 -                                     W 1 0 Y 3 1,580             0 3/7/2023
3 George 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        50 -                                     B 1 0 N 3 1,580             0 03/26/2021
4 Watts 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        50 -                                     B 1 0 N 3 1,580             0 2/10/2023
5 Hightower 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        50 -                                     B 1 0 Y 3 1,580             0 1/31/2025
6 Galloway 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        50 -                                     B 1 0 N 3 1,580             0 03/27/2019
7 Williams 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        239 11,481.60                          B 1 0 N 3 1,391             0 1/7/2025
8 Spencer 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        509 26,728.00                          B 1 0 Y 3 1,061             0 7/31/2023
9 Diaz 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        50 -                                     H 1 0 N 3 1,580             0 3/10/2023

10 Wingate 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,562        254 10,968.00                          B 1 0 N 3 1,308             0 4/4/2023
11 Pena 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,562        251 868.00                               B 1 0 NA 3 1,311             0 7/19/2024
12 Artis 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        279 11,184.00                          B 1 0 N 3 1,283             0 12/19/2023
13 Forister 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        279 4,617.60                            W 1 0 Y 3 1,351             0 10/01/2019
14 Mathis 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,562        256 10,296.00                          B 1 0 N 3 1,306             0 12/21/2022
15 Brazile 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        273 10,968.00                          B 1 0 N 3 1,357             0 04/14/2021
16 Hogan 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        245 9,871.00                            B 1 0 Y 3 1,385             0 07/07/2021
17 Walker 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        278 11,172.00                          B 1 0 N 3 1,352             0 3/9/2023
18 Smith, S 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        83 3,046.00                            B 1 0 Y 3 1,479             0 11/28/2023
19 Little 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        75 3,000.00                            B 1 0 Y 3 1,555             0 02/06/2020
20 Mcgee 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        50 -                                     B 1 0 N 3 1,580             0 08/22/2018
21 Rochelle 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        273 10,968.00                          B 1 0 N 3 1,357             0 01/18/2022
22 Salinas 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        273 10,968.00                          W 1 0 N 3 1,357             0 08/09/2021
23 MCCoy 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        50 W 1 0 Y 3 1,580             0 3/3/2024
24 Bibb 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        424 16,800.00                          W 1 0 Y 3 1,206             0 01/19/2022
25 Johns 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        274 11,074.00                          B 1 0 Y 3 1,356             0 11/5/2022
26 Fleming 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        50 -                                     W 1 0 N 3 1,580             0 11/28/2023
27 Hill 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        281 11,268.00                          B 1 0 N 3 1,349             0 06/06/2022
28 Jernigan 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        554 22,562.00                          B 1 0 Y 3 1,076             0 05/22/2018
29 Marks 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        50 -                                     B 1 0 N 3 1,580             0 04/12/2019
30 Craig 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        264 10,968.00                          W 1 0 N 3 1,366             0 09/21/2017
31 Northern 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,562        273 10,968.00                          B 1 0 Y 3 1,289             0 12/08/2021
32 Guichet 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        270 11,208.00                          W 1 0 Y 3 1,360             0 2/15/2024



33 Lyons 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        50 -                                     B 1 0 N 3 1,580             0 12/23/2022
34 Gover 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        273 10,968.00                          W 1 0 N 3 1,298             0 12/05/2016
35 Nelson 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        273 10,968.00                          B 1 0 N 3 1,357             0 08/22/2019
36 Ganzer 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        170 6,412.00                            W 1 0 Y 3 1,460             0 11/28/2023
37 Dennis 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        245 10,968.00                          W 1 0 N 3 1,385             0 07/13/2018
38 Williams 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        284 10,968.00                          B 1 0 N 3 1,346             0 5/31/2023
39 Osbourne 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        273 10,968.00                          B 1 0 N 3 1,298             0 6/13/2023
40 Gipson 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        50 -                                     B 1 0 N 3 1,512             0 11/28/2023
41 Barker 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        50 -                                     W 1 0 N 3 1,580             0 2/16/2023
42 Sears 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        273 10,968.00                          B 1 0 N 3 1,357             0 06/16/2021
43 Ghaaze 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        245 11,904.00                          B 1 0 Y 3 1,385             0 04/12/2019
44 Warren 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        50 -                                     B 1 0 Y 3 1,580             0 01/13/2022
45 Reynolds 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        50 -                                     B 1 0 Y 3 1,580             0 11/08/2019
46 Smith 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        50 - B 1 0 Y 3 1,580             0 5/22/2024
47 Trimper 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        279 9,708.00                            W 1 0 Y 3 1,292             0 8/1/2023
48 Vacant 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        0 -                                     - - 0 - 3 - 0
49 Collins 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        50 728.00                               B 1 0 Y 3 1,512             0 1/31/2025
50 Payne 1 1,3,5 N N N 1,630        279 5,472.00                            B 1 0 N 3 1,351             0 12/05/2016
51 Godfrey 1 1,3,5 N N N 500           500 38,192.00                          W 1 0 N 3 -                 0 01/26/2019
52 Ellison 1 1,3,5 N N N 300           300 11,386.00                          B 1 0 Y 3 -                 0 3/7/2024
53 No longer lease 
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