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U Visa Nonimmigrant Status Presumptive Certification Policy 

The Dallas County District Attorney's Office ("DCDAO") encourages victims to 
report crimes, contribute to investigations, and a�sist prosecutions regardless of 
immigration status. The DCDAO encourages those who believe they are eligible for a U 
Visa to request certification of a USCIS Form 1-918 Supplement B, U Nonimmigrant 
Status Certification (Form 1-91813). 

Immigrants, especially women and children, can be particularly vulnerable to crimes like 
human trafficking, domestic violence, sexual assault, and other abuse due to a variety 
of factors. These include, but are not limited to, language barriers, separation from 
family and friends, lack of understanding of U.S. laws, fear of deportation, and cultural 
differences. 

The U Visa is an immigration benefit that can be sought by victims of certain crimes who 
are currently assisting or have previously assisted law enforcement in the investigation 
or prosecution of a crime, or who are likely to be helpful in the investigation or 
prosecution of criminal activity. The U Visa provides eligible victims with nonimmigrant 
status in order to remain temporarily in the United States (U.S.) while assisting law 
enforcement. If certain conditions are met, an individual with U Nonimmigrant Status 
may adjust to lawful permanent resident status. 

DCDAO will certify cases in which we can confirm that a victim is currently 
assisting or has previously assisted in the investigation or prosecution of crime,· 
or is likely to be helpful in the investigation or prosecution of crime. DCDAO will 
use records, case files, and prosecutor and advocate notes to confirm cooperation. 

"Assisting11 or being "helpful" incudes, but is not limited to: communicating in person or 
through correspondence with DCDAO advocates, staff and prosecutors, providing 
information, supplementing police reports and recorded statements, or testifying in trials 
and hearings when reasonably requested. DCDAO will not certify Supplement 8 
requests for those not assisting or being helpful to the investigations or 
prosecutions of crime. 

DCDAO will exercise its discretion to certify U Visa requests on a case-by-case basis, 
consistent with applicable U.S. laws and regulations and the policies and procedures of 
the Department of Homeland Security. DCDAO may withdraw or disavow a certification 
of Form 1-9188 if an eligible victim stops cooperating before or after the disposition of a 
case. 

DCDAO will only certify a U Visa one time per eligible victim, eligible immediate family 
member or indirect victim. 
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