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For Immediate Release: AIM Program's 2nd Annual "Art of Recovery"” Contest Showcases
Inspiring Creative Expressions

(Dallas, Texas) — The Achieve Inspire Motivate (AIM) program is proud to announce the resounding
success of its 2nd annual "Art of Recovery" contest, a unique initiative that allows participants to
express themselves through various artistic endeavors. This year’s event continues to highlight the
transformative power of art in the journey toward recovery.

Led by Program Manager George Johnson, the local contest was inspired by the national organization
All Rise, which hosts an annual art contest during National Treatment Court Month. Last year, Dallas
participants made a remarkable showing, with six submissions featured at the RISE23 conference in
Houston, including a second-place overall winner.

"When the national competition wasn't held this year, we decided to keep the momentum going
locally," said Johnson. "This is bigger than an art project; it's a testament to positive expression and
recovery."

Participants embraced a range of creative formats, from posters and poems to raps and paintings, all
centered on this year's theme: self-perception and inspiration in recovery. Carlos Jimenez, the 2024
first-place winner, described his work as a depiction of "pulling myself out of the muck, the dirt."

The competition was voluntary but came with incentives: four hours of community service credit
toward AIM graduation, a $25 gift card for all participants, and a $50 Amazon gift card for the winner.
The artworks were judged by members of the District Attorney’s Office and AIM program staff and
displayed in Judge Audra Riley’s courtroom (CDC3), who oversees the program.

"Participating in this contest is about more than the prizes," Johnson emphasized. "It's about
developing good habits, staying away from negative influences, and achieving positive outcomes.
When you change your attitude and thinking, you change your behaviors, and that leads to great
outcomes in life."

“This was the perfect contest to display our participants’ artistic abilities,” said Judge Audra Riley. It
was fascinating to see our participants take a negative experience and turn it into a beautiful display
of thought-provoking art.”

This initiative coincided with National Treatment Court Month in May, during which more than 4,000
treatment courts across the United States celebrate the successes of their participants. AIM Court,
which serves first-time, non-violent felons aged 17-24, currently has 81 participants.
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Established in February 2016 by the Dallas County District Attorney's Office, AIM is a pre-adjudication
diversion program. According to a study by the Meadows Mental Health Policy Institute, AIM Court
has achieved a 74% reduction in recidivism among its participants compared to probationers and
offers significant cost savings.

"A lot of our participants have never walked across a stage or come from supportive backgrounds,"
Johnson said. "Many struggle with early drug use and lack the skills needed for success. Our goal is
to remove those barriers and offer them a chance for change."

Since its inception, AIM has graduated 223 individuals, providing them with life skills, counseling,
substance abuse treatment, and essential resources. Each participant must complete their GED
and/or secure employment before graduating. Upon graduation, their case is dismissed and
expunged.

"It's the biggest reward ever," Johnson concluded. "Seeing the change, seeing the light come on for
these individuals — it makes all the hard work worthwhile."

Some of the works included in this year’s contest:
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