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DALLAS COUNTY FAMILY DISTRICT COURTS GENERAL ORDERS 
(REVISED JANUARY 31, 2026) 

DALLAS COUNTY STANDING ORDER REGARDING: 
CHILDREN, PETS, PROPERTY AND CONDUCT OF THE PARTIES 

No party to this lawsuit has requested this order. Rather, this order is a standing order of the 
Dallas County District Courts that applies in every divorce suit and every suit affecting the parent-
child relationship filed in Dallas County. The District Courts of Dallas County giving preference to 
family law matters have adopted this order because the parties, their children and the family 
pets should be protected and their property preserved while the lawsuit is pending before the 
court. 

Therefore, it is ORDERED: 

1. NO DISRUPTION OF CHILDREN. All parties are ORDERED to refrain from doing the 
following acts concerning any children who are subjects of this case: 

1.1 Removing the children from the State of Texas for the purpose of changing 
residence, acting directly or in concert with others, without the written agreement of both parties 
or an order of this Court. 

1.2 Disrupting or withdrawing the children from the school or day-care facility where 
the children are presently enrolled, without the written agreement of both parents or an order 
of this Court.   

1.3 Hiding or secreting the children from the other parent or changing the children's 
current place of abode, without the written agreement of both parents or an order of this Court. 

1.4 Disturbing the peace of the children. 
1.5 Making disparaging remarks regarding the other party in the presence or within 

the hearing of the children. 
1.6 Discussing with a child, or with any other person in the presence of a child, any 

litigation related to a child or the other party. 

2. PROTECTION OF FAMILY PETS OR COMPANION ANIMALS.   All parties are ORDERED to 
refrain from harming, threatening, interfering with the care, custody, or control of a pet or 
companion animal, possessed by a person protected by this order or by a member of the family 
or household of a person protected by this order. 

3. CONDUCT OF THE PARTIES DURING THE CASE.   All parties are ORDERED to refrain from 
doing the following acts: 

3.1 Using vulgar, profane, obscene, or indecent language, or a coarse or offensive 
manner to communicate with the other party, whether in person or in any other manner, 
including by telephone or another electronic voice transmission, video chat, social media, or in 
writing, or electronic messaging, with intent to annoy or alarm the other party. 
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