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In 2009, during the 81stLegislature, House Bill 448was introduced that required theTexas Department of State HealthServices (DSHS) to operate a pro­vider choice system for the TexasVaccines for Children (TVFC) andAdult Safety­Net Vaccination Pro­grams. This law became effectiveAugust 31, 2010, and with theimplementation of the new Vacci­ne Choice Legislation, providerscan now choose their brand and

presentation of vaccines. This in­cludes their choice of manufac­turer, single­dose vial vaccinesvs. multi­dose vial vaccines, orprefilled vaccine syringes.
As a major part of the change,VFC is no longer using a papersystemfororderingvaccines;VFCisnowutilizinganelectronicsystemknownastheElectronicVaccineInventory system (EVI) to assistproviderswithplacingtheirorderselectronically. This new system

provides several benefits to VFCproviders.EVI reduces theamountofpaperworkneededtocompleteorders, which in return reducesprocessing time,anddelivery time,aswell as,helps to reduceerrorsthatmaycausedelays invaccineorders.Althoughitcouldtakeupto 2011, the overall goal for im­plementingEVI is for reports tobesubmittedcompletelypaperless.With this new program, whichbegan in September, VFC pro­vidersarerequiredtogoonlinetoenterprovider information; inclu­ding verifying shipping address,hours of operation, and contactinformation,enteringthecurrentinventory from their MonthlyBiologicalReport form(C­33),andcompleting/submitting theiror­der, formerly the EC­68 form.However, VFC providers have tocontinuetosubmit theirMonthlyBiologicalReport form(C­33),andTemperature Log form (EC­105)to their localhealthdepartments,asusual.
Providers will need to submitthe following information intoEVI:
Provider Information: Thissectioncontainsthe facility’sshi­ppingaddress,hoursofoperation,andcontact information.Becausevaccinesare temperaturesensitiveand must be refrigerated imme­diatelyuponarrival, it is imperativeSign in page of the software, EVI

Web based software that assists providers with placing their orderselectronically

What is EVI?

DSHS started shipping flu orders in
late September and the first of Octo‐
ber. If your clinic submitted a flu
order and you have not received
your shipment please contact

DCHHS at 214‐819‐2037

Flu Reminder .......

DCHHS



that before any order is placed the shippinginformation and hours of operation are verified,alsothis is thesectionthatproviderscanupdateormakeanychangesto theircontact information.
Current Inventory: This section is designa­ted for providers to record the physical on­hand amount of all of their TVFC vaccines bybrand and presentation.
Submitting an Order: This section is whereproviders submit orders for vaccines. Before aprovider can place an order, TFVC requiresthe recording of Current Inventory of all vacci­nes; in addition, a current Temperature Log

(C­105) must be received by the providers local

health department and show all temperatureswithin the acceptable ranges before an ordercan be processed.
At this time the EVI system is not able tomake choice updates; it currently remains amanual process. Therefore, it is important forproviders to understand that the decisionsmade on the Choice Survey will stand for atotal of 12 months. If a provider failed tocomply with completing the Choice Survey bythe deadline July 31, 2010, they were auto­matically placed in the identified “Default”vaccine list. The “Default” list varies by regionand includes an equitable mix of differentmanufacturer vaccines across the State. Tosee a complete list of “Default” vaccines,providers can log onto http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/immunize/tvfc/default.shtm

Safe families, healthy lives.Safe families, healthy lives.

What is EVI?
CHECK LIST FOR EVI

 Log onto EVI, enter user name, and
password.

 Complete the Provider Information
page

 Complete the Current Inventory
page.

 Submit an order.
 Continue to fax Monthly Biological

forms (C-33) and Temperature
Log (EC-105) to HSR or LHD as

usual
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Fraud

 Selling or otherwise misdirecting VFC vaccine(s);

 Billing a patient or third party for VFC vaccine(s);

 Failing to meet licensure requirements for enrolled providers;

Abuse
 Failing to complete a Provider Enrollment or Re-enrollment

Agreement;

 Not providing TVFC-eligible children TVFC vaccine(s) because of

parents' inability to pay for the administration fee;

 Not implementing provider enrollment requirements of the

TVFC program;

 Failing to maintain TVFC records and comply with other

requirements of the VFC program;

 Ordering VFC vaccine(s) in quantities or patterns that do not

match provider profile or otherwise involve over-ordering of

TVFC doses.

Fraud or Abuse
 Providing VFC vaccine(s) to non–VFC-eligible children;

 Charging more than $14.85 for administration of a TVFC

vaccine to a vaccine-eligible child;

 Failing to screen patients for TVFC eligibility;

 Failing to fully account for TVFC vaccine;

 Failing to properly store and handle TVFC vaccine;

 Wastage of TVFC vaccine.

Fraud and Abuse
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When was the last time youchecked your thermometers?
Certified calibrated thermometers are mandatory at each provider location

In January 2009 the CDC made effectivethateachproviderparticipatingintheVFCprogramberequiredtohavecertifiedcalibratedthermo­meters in all refrigerators and freezersused for vaccine storage. DSHS Immunizationbranchpurchasedthesecertifiedthermomete­rs forproviders tohave for their vaccinestorag­e. Each thermometer and probe comes with atraceable certificate of calibration that informsproviderswhenthethermometersneedtobere­calibrated.Ifbychance,youareunabletolocatethiscertificate,youcanalsofindtheduedatefor

recalibration on the bluelabel which is located on thebackofeachthemometerandat the lower end of theadapter probe. The due datefor recalibration is actually ayear after the date listed onthe label, and providers cancontinue to utilize the ther­mometers for an additionalyear. For example, the labelon the thermometer to the

right shows a re­calibration date
10/30/11, however,this thermometercan be utilized un­til 10/30/12. If yourthermometer nee­ds recalibration,please contact
DCHHSat214­819­
2037 or 972­692­
2701.



TVFC Providers may resume administering Hib booster dose
Booster Dose of Hib Reinstated

TheCentersforDiseaseControlandPreven­
tion(CDC)hasreinstatedtheboosterdose

of Haemophilus Influenza type B Conjugate
vaccine (Hib) to children 12­15 months of age.
The CDC also announced that the vaccine su­
pplies are not sufficient to support a recall of all
children for whom the booster dose was pre­
viously deferred, but these children should be
vaccinated at their next vaccination visit rather
thanbeingrecalled.

Effectiveimmediately,providersenrolledinthe
TexasVaccineforChildren(TVFC)Program,may
resumeadministeringtheboosterdoseoftheHib
vaccine to children 12­15 months of age. Hib
containing vaccines will continue to be allocated
by the CDC. In order to utilize, but not exceed,
available Hib containing doses, providers are
askedtoadheretothefollowingguideline:

• Infants should be the primary recipient of the
Hibseriesatages2,4,and6months,withthe
boosterdoseat12­15monthsofage.

• Olderchildren, forwhomtheHibboosterdose
was deferred, should receive their booster
doseat thenextscheduledvaccinationvisit.

• A mass recall of children who had the booster
doseofHibdeferredisnotrecommended,due
to the current supply of Hib containing vacci­
neswillnotsupportsucharecall.

• ProviderscancontinuetoadministerPentacel
as the primary source of Hib containing
vaccinefor theprimaryseries (doses1­3),and
the booster dose at ages 12­15 months, and
order appropriate amounts of Hepatitis B
vaccinetoadministeralongwithPentacel.

• Continue to use ActHib, as the Hib booster
dose for children 12­59 months of age, who
onlyneedonedoseofHib.

• If Pentacel is the only Hib containing product
available, it may be used as the booster dose
even if the child has already received all the
necessarydosesofDTapandIPV.

Safe families, healthy lives.Safe families, healthy lives.
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Dry Ice can be purchased
at:

Emergency Ice
(214) 747-6746

Your contact persons for the VFC program

Debra Hayes-Camp (214) 81 9-1 925 debra.camp@dallascounty.org

Dannetta Johnson (214) 81 9-2821 dannetta. johnson@dallascounty.org

Bridgett Smith (214) 81 9-201 8 bridgett.smith@dallascounty.org

Ebony Washington (214) 81 9-2037 ebony.washington@dallascounty.org

Callie Will iams (972) 692-2701 cal l ie.wi l l iams@dallascounty.org

REFRIGERATOR TEMPERATURE

FREEZER TEMPERATURE
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 Reports are due by the 5th of each month
 Please fax reports to (214) 819-2019.
 Please submit your reports by the deadlinelisted above, in order to avoid shipmentdelays.
 If it is not your ordering month oryour clinic is not going to ordervaccines for the month, “Pleaseinput your inventory into EVI, and onthe explanation portion of your C-33, state if youplaced an order using the EVI system”.

 Vaccine Loss Reports:
 A Vaccine Loss Report (VLR), is needed whenvaccines have expired and/are considered ruined, thevaccine loss should be documented in Col. “F” on theC-33 form, along with an explanation.
 A VLR should be completed, and signed by theprimary VFC provider.

 Transferring of vaccines
 When a transfer occurs, please contactyour designated person at DCHHS, andinform them of the transfer between VFCproviders.
 Items needed to transfer vaccines:
 Transfer form (EC-67).
 When transferring refrigerated vaccines,please make sure you use a cooler andice packs or ice.
 When transferring Varicella, please make sure you use a coolerwith dry ice.
 Please use the transfer form found at the following website,

http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/immunize/tvfc/default.shtm
(located under the TVFC Forms-Vaccine Transfer)

 If your clinic has an out of range temperature in the refrigeratoror freezer, contact DSHS as soon as possible.

Simple Reminders

Zachary Thompson, M.A., Director
Dr. Steven Harris, M.D., Medical Director
2377 N Stemmons Fwy, Dallas, TX 75207




