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December 6-12, 2015 J

ational Influenza Vaccination Week
(NIVW) is a national observance that was
established to highlight the importance of

continuing influenza vaccination.

Flu vaccination coverage estimates from past years
have shown that influenza vaccination activity drops
quickly after the end of November. CDC and its
partners want to remind you that even though the
holiday season has arrived, it is not too late to get your
flu vaccine!!! As long as flu viruses are spreading and
causing illness, vaccination can provide protection
against the flu and should continue. Even if you
haven’t yet been vaccinated and have already gotten
sick with one flu virus, you can still benefit from
vaccination since the flu vaccine protects against
three or four different flu viruses (depending on
which flu vaccine you get). CDC recommends a
yearly flu vaccine for everyone 6 months of age and
older as the first and most important step in protecting
against influenza disease. Another goal of NIVW is
to communicate the importance of flu vaccination for
people who are at high risk for developing flu-related

complications.

(Continued on page 2

People at high risk of serious flu complications in-
clude:
* young children, pregnant women,

* people with certain chronic health conditions like
asthma, diabetes, heart disease or lung disease,

* and people aged 65 years and older.
For people at high risk, getting the flu can mean de-,
veloping serious flu-related complications, like pneu-

monia, or a worsening of existing health conditions,

which can lead to hospitalization or death.

Vaccination

The flu vaccine is the best tool available to protect
Flu

vaccination can reduce flu illnesses, doctors' visits,

against this potentially serious disease.
missed work due to flu, as well as prevent flu-related
hospitalizations. Despite the unpredictable nature
of the flu, you need the 2015-2016 flu vaccine for
optimal protection against the flu this season.
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(Continued from page 1)
Yearly vaccination is needed because:

* Flu viruses are always changing, and the vaccine
is updated each year to better match circulating
influenza viruses, and

* Immune protection from vaccination declines over
time so vaccination is recommended every season
for the best protection against the flu.

It takes about two weeks after vaccination for the
immune system to build the antibodies your body
needs in order to provide protection against the flu.
In the United States, flu activity is usually highest
between December and February and can last as late
as May. As long as flu viruses are circulating, it’s not
too late to get vaccinated. With flu activity starting
to increase and family and friends gathering for the
holidays, now is a great time to get a flu vaccine
to protect yourself and your loved ones. We hope
that NIVW will serve as a reminder to parents and
caregivers of children about the importance of flu
vaccination in general and the fact that some children
may need two doses of flu vaccine this season to be
fully protected.

¢ Children 6 months through 8 years old who are

getting vaccinated for the first time will need two
doses of flu vaccine.

* Some children in this age group who have received
influenza vaccine previously also will need two
doses of vaccine this season to be fully protected.

There are many choices available for flu vaccine,
both in terms of where to get vaccinated and what
vaccine to get.

* Flu vaccines made to protect against three
different flu viruses (called “trivalent” vaccines)
are available this season. In addition, flu vaccines
made to protect against four different flu viruses

(called “quadrivalent” vaccines) also are available.

* Fluvaccinesare offered inmany locations, including
doctor’s offices, clinics, health departments, retail
stores and pharmacies, and health centers, as well

as by many employers and schools.

Millions of doses of influenza vaccine have been
administered to people safely for decades. Once

vaccinated, you can enjoy this holiday season
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knowing that you have taken the single best step
to protect yourself and your loved ones against
the flu.
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Temperature Excursions: Isolate the vaccine and contact the manufacturer to determine viability.
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Return Labels

1l return labels for wasted/expired vaccines will be sent electronically unless
AJpeciﬁcally requested otherwise. Requests for labels should still be identified
with “LABEL NEEDED?”. Providers will receive an e-mail with a link that will be
active for 30 days that will allow them to print out the return label, after 30 days a

new request will need to be submitted through the Regional office to Austin.

If a provider needs the label to be mailed to their office then you MUST document
“MAIL LABEL” on the VLR, for providers that have different shipping addresses
from their mailing address you will also need to include the mailing address on
the VLR.

Update your EVI account with a primary and secondary email address that is valid

and correct.

Texas Notifiable Conditions x5 TEXAS
247 Numbsrfol Immadiately Rlponabbe— 1-800-T05-8868 ﬁ‘ e
eport confirmed and s -
Unless nated by °, nbor! lo yeur local or regional health Muﬂmenl using number above or
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"Acqsired immune deficiency syndrome (ADS) ¥ Wit 1 week
Amebiasis® WWithin 1 week
Wi 1wk

A=l Whan to Report L-Y

“Loac, child and adult biooed, any level '
Legiasiiosis’

Leishmanissis*

Listancaa* *

‘Whan to Report
CaliFa Imwmeciatsly
Within 1 week
Amabic meningts knd encophalts’
Anaplasmoss’

Anthens® ' Call bnmsedintely  Lyme Ssonsa’

Arbovieus infection’ Withinn 1 waak Malasia®

“Abasions’ Within 1 waek Maasles [rubecta)’

Babesces” Withis 1 wae Maoningesoceal infecticn, invaaie® *
Batuligen® * Call immadintely  Multhdrig-resistart Aciastobacter [MDR-A)"
Bruceliosis” Within 1 week day  Mumps”

Campyloaciencss’ Within 1wk Portuasis’

*Cancer * See rues” “Pesticide poisoning, acute cocupational”!

Within 1 week
Within 1 week WViDin 1 ek
Within 1 week
Within 1 week
Call Immediately
Call Immediately
Call Immediately
Within 1 week
Within 1 work day

Chagas’ csesse’
“Chancios’

Policenyelitis, acute paralytic’
Palievinus infection, non-paralytic’
Chichanpe:s (varicala)'* o taver®

*Chinmypca Irchomalis intpetion” Rabies, human'

“Contaminated shaeps inury'* Within 1 month Relaguing feves"

“Controlied suby dose'" Rusbolla

Coronavinus, novel' Call immediately  Saimoneliosis. including typhoid feves *
Crentzfeidi-Jakob dsease (CJ0]" Within 1 week Shigaliosis’

Cryptosporidicsia’ Within 1 week “Siicosia’"

Cydasporiasis’ Within 1 wesk Smallpox”

Cystenicosis’ Withis 1wk “Sginal eard wjury™

“Cytogenetic resuts (lebus and intant onty)™ See rues” Spatied fever group rickstisicses’
Dengus® Withie 1 week Staph. s, advRSA) ' Call
Dightharia* c B, 5 proumol, imasve’
\Wttin 10work days. *Syphilis = primary and secondary stages ' ™
Within 1 week “Syphiss - i other stages' ™

Taaria solium and undferentiated Taonia mfectan’

Within 1 wark day
Call Immediately
Within 1 week
Within 1 work day
Within 1 week
Within 1 week

Within 1 week
Call Immediatety
Wt 10 work s
Within 1 woek

WWithin 1 wesk
Within 1 work day
Within 1 week
WWithin 1 week

“Drowning/near drowning'*
Enriichioss*

Within 1 wee
Wit week  Tetanus®

“Gencethea Within 1 week
Watin 10 wok days
Within 1 week
Within 1 work day
Withn & work days
Call Immediately
Within 1 week
Withén 1 work day
Call Immediatety
Call Immediatsty
Within 1 week

ithe 1 waak
Withis 1 week
Within 1 week Tuberculosls diseass’ 7

Within 1 week Tuberculosss infection™

Within 1 work day  Tutaremia® *

Within 1 wesk Typhus*

Within 1 week Vibeio infection, including cholera® !
Wiithin 1 woek day  Viral hemorhagic fever, including Ebola®
\ithin 1 week eliow fever *

Haamopids Lo g b nfectices, iasie”
Hansen's diseasa [leprosy) '
Hantavirus infection’

“Trasrnatic brain injury™
Trichisoais*

Hemsiysic Uremic Syndrome (HUS)"
Hepatitis A facutn)'
Hepatitis B, €, and E {acute}*

Hepatitis B, perinatal (HBsAg+ < 24 months old) *
*Human immunodeficiency vins [HIV) infection’ ¥
Influssnza-associated pediatric martality* Within 1 work day  Yersnioss*
Influsnza, Hovel* Call immadiately

In addition to specfied rmpartabie condtions, any cuthreak, exotic disease, or wowsual group expression of dissase
that miy be of public heatth concem should be reported by the mas! expeditious means avatabls

Vaccine Preventable Diseases

accine preventable diseases (VPDs) are conditions which are preventable

through vaccines available to protect against these diseases. Vaccines are
counted among the greatest public health achievements of the twentieth century.
Countless lives have been saved and many diseases have been prevented because
of vaccines. Today, vaccine preventable disease levels are at record lows. Even
though most infants and toddlers have received all recommended vaccines by age
2, many under-immunized children remain, leaving the potential for outbreaks of
disease. Many adolescents and adults are under-immunized as well, missing op-
portunities to protect themselves against diseases such as Hepatitis B, influenza,
and pneumococcal disease. Be wise, immunize and protect yourself and your
loved ones.
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Re-enrollment will begin on January
15, 2016 and end on March 1,
2016.

All providers are required to update their

clinic information, including changes in provider's vaccine usage
volume, clinic contact information, and other changes that may have
occurred since the previous year. Re-enrolling in the program confirms
your clinic's agreement to abide by all terms and conditions of the
TVEC Program. The TVFC Program also requires the vaccine coordinator
and back-up vaccine coordinator at each facility to annually complete
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) web-based
training courses, You Call the Shots Module 10: Vaccine Storage and VIS U o dates
Handling and You Call the Shots Module 16: Vaccines for Children
Program. A copy of the signed Provider Agreement and certificate of
attendance for the required 2016 CDC You Call the Shots Modules must
be sent to the provider's responsible entity (Texas Department of State
Health Services (DSHS) Health Service Region (HSR) or Local Health
Department (LHD) no later than, March 1, 2016.

Parts or full contents used within this newsletter were

tracted from the publications of the Centers for Di
VAc cI N ES Fo R c HIL D R E N P Ro G RAM E);g?rzfan;clr’nrev;tﬁ)l; :nad I‘ZEZ '(I)'exase De:’;rel;:en[:rof lgetzi:
Health Services website.
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