
• In 2016, there were 325 primary and secondary syphilis diagnoses in Dallas County, an increase 
from 2015. Rates of syphilis have been increasing since 2010. The majority of syphilis cases 
occurred in males (89%), with the highest proportion of cases diagnosed in blacks (41%) and 
persons 25-34 years of age (39%). 

 

• Chlamydia continues to be the most commonly reported communicable disease in Dallas County with 
15,176 cases diagnosed in 2016. The increase in reported chlamydial infections since 2006 is 
attributed to expanded testing and more sensitive diagnostic tests. The largest proportion of 
infections were diagnosed in black (25%) and Hispanic (19%) females. In 2016, 61% of diagnoses 
were in persons less than 25  years of age. 

 

• Rates of gonorrhea infections in have been increasing since 2012. In 2016, there were 5,775 
gonorrhea diagnoses, mostly in black males (27%) and black females (21%); 52% of infections were 
in persons less than 25  years of age. 

 

Summary of Sexually Transmitted Diseases in Dallas County, 2016 

DCHHS Epidemiology Updated 11/27/17 

2016 Profile of Sexually Transmitted Infections in Dallas County 
Dallas County Health and Human Services 

Primary and Secondary 
Syphilis Chlamydia Gonorrhea 

n (%) Incidence 
per 100,000 n (%) Incidence 

per 100,000 n (%) Incidence 
per 100,000 

Total 325 (100.0) 12.6 15,176 (100.0) 589.4 5,775 (100.0) 224.3 

Sex 

Male 288 (88.6) 22.7 4,694 (31.0) 370.4 3,422 (59.3) 270.0 

Female 37 (11.4) 2.8 10,458 (69.0) 799.8 2,343 (40.6) 179.2 

Race/Ethnicity 

Hispanic 90 (27.7) 8.8 3,806 (25.1) 370.9 946 (16.4) 92.2 

White 86 (26.5) 11.0 1,864 (12.3) 237.4 900 (15.6) 114.6 

Black 133  (40.9) 22.5 5,344 (35.2) 905.2 2,765 (47.9) 468.4 

Other 15 (4.6) 8.7 304 (2.0) 175.6 113 (2.0) 65.3 

Unknown 1 (0.3) N/A  3,858 (25.4) N/A 1,051 (18.2) N/A 

Age Group (years) 

0–14 0 N/A 112 (0.7) 19.4 41 (0.7) 7.1 

15–24 90 (27.7) 25.1 9,178 (60.5) 2,561.6 2,962 (51.3) 826.7 

25–34 128 (39.4) 30.8 4,391 (29.0) 1,055.5 1,798 (31.2) 432.2 

35–44 54 (16.6) 15.2 1026 (6.8) 288.1 610 (10.6) 171.3 

45–54 39 (12.0) 11.9 338 (2.2) 102.8 269 (4.7) 81.8 

≥55 14 (4.3) 2.6 121 (0.8) 22.5 89 (1.5) 16.6 

N/A = Not Applicable 

Note: Sums of subgroups may not equal total because of unknown or unspecified classification categories, and percent values may not add up to 100% due to rounding. Incidence calculated using projected population data for 2016. 
Data Sources: Dallas County Department of Health and Human Services; Texas Department of State Health Services, 2017; Population data obtained through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: WONDER Bridged-Race Population Estimates 1990-2016. 
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Primary and Secondary Syphilis  
Diagnoses, 2006 - 2016 

Number of P & S Syphilis Diagnoses
Case Rate per 100,000
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Chlamydia Diagnoses, 2006 - 2016 

Number of Chlamydia Diagnoses
Case Rate per 100,000

0

100

200

300

400

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016

R
ate p

er 1
0

0
,0

0
0

 

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
D

ia
g

n
os

es
 

Year 

Gonorrhea Diagnoses, 2006 - 2016 
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Primary and Secondary Syphilis Diagnoses  
By Gender, Age Group, and Race, 2016 
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Hispanic
Other
Unknown
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Age Group 

Chlamydia Diagnoses by Gender, Age 
Group, and Race, 2016 
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