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DCHHS Children’s Flu Vaccine Now Available

DALLAS (October 1, 2018) — Dallas County Health & Human Services (DCHHS) is offering the seasonal flu vaccine
for children at all 6 of their locations for children eligible for Texas Vaccines for Children (TVFC) program. The cost
is $10 for new patients and $5 for returning patients.

Dallas County residents from birth to age 18 in the following categories are eligible to receive the flu vaccine from
DCHHS under the TVFC program:

e Medicaid eligible- a child who is eligible for the Medicaid program

e Uninsured- a child who has no health insurance coverage

e American Indian or Alaskan Native- as defined by the Indian Health Care Improvement Act
e Enrolled in Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP)

e Underinsured- a child who has health insurance, but coverage does not include vaccines; a child whose
insurance covers only selected vaccines

To find out whether a child is eligible for TVFC, check with the insurance provider to determine whether
immunizations are covered.

“We encourage parents and guardians to get their children immunized against the flu early in the season.”, said
Interim Director Ganesh Shivaramaiyer. “Getting the flu shot is the first line of defense against the flu virus that
will help reduce instances of children’s absenteeism from school.”

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends the flu vaccine for almost everyone except
children younger than 6 months of age. The flu vaccine DCHHS provides is an all-in one shot that protects against
multiple flu strains including the H1IN1 virus.

“We're encouraging everyone to get the flu shot as soon as possible because it takes about two weeks for the body
to develop the antibodies needed to provide protection,” said Dr. Christopher Perkins, DCHHS medical
director/health authority. “Additionally, we urge everyone to practice flu prevention recommendations which will help
prevent spreading the virus.”

Those recommendations include cough and sneeze etiquette along with proper hand-washing. DCHHS has flu
prevention materials on its website available for the public to download.

The children’s flu vaccine is available at all 6 DCHHS immunization clinic sites. For locations visit:
http://www.dallascounty.org/department/hhs/immunizationhours.html
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For general questions or for more information about
Dallas County Health & Human Services please call 214-819-2000.
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