
 
 

Dallas County Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) 
Minutes of the General Meeting 

 

October 30, 2017 
 

Meeting Host/Location: 

Dallas County Homeland Security & Emergency Management, 2121 Panoramic Circle, Dallas, TX 75212.  A meeting 

agenda was posted and the proper public notice was given in advance of the meeting.  

Meeting Attendees: 

 LEPC members Doug Bass (Dallas County HSEM), Nikki Beneke (DCVOAD), Alyson Barrow for Jason Carriere (Irving 

OEM), CJ Holt (City of Dallas), Lauren Trimble for Clay Jenkins (Dallas County Judge), Rodrick Jones (Dallas County HSEM), 

David McCarty (Parkland Hospital), Molly McFadden (NCTCOG), Catherine McManus (Irving Animal Services), Andy 

Medina (Harcros Chemicals), Tiffany Reid for Rocky Vaz (Dallas OEM), and numerous guests. 

Meeting: 

Chairperson Tonya Hunter is out sick so meeting called to order by Doug Bass at 1:37 p.m. followed by brief 

introductions of attendees.  Attendees were given a few minutes to review the minutes from the April 24, 2017 LEPC 

meeting. A motion to approve the minutes was made by Ms. Molly McFadden and seconded by Mr. Rodrick Jones.  

Minutes were approved as written by unanimous consent of the members present. 

Jeffrey Cuevas provided a presentation on plume dispersion modeling for chemically hazardous facilities. Criteria that is 

being used in the models are specific chemicals being stored, the hazards, the maximum amount per container, 

maximum amount being used daily, and its proximity to critical infrastructure. Jeffrey included some examples of 

facilities and provided the amount and type of chemical being stored and the cities and infrastructure that would be 

affected during a spill. He also went over the effects of different levels of exposure to chlorine and ammonia. Mr. Bass 

stated that the TCEQ grant was extended until May 2018 so Jeffrey will continue to develop site specific plans to share 

with emergency managers. 

Zac Johnson with TCEQ provided a presentation on Disaster Response during Hurricane Harvey from the perspective of 

TCEQ. He discussed their mission and role during response, which includes providing technical assistance, debris 

management, orphan containers, water systems, and a webpage for the disaster; as well as potential hurdles they may 

face during disasters. 

Subcommittee Briefings: 

County Animal Response Team (CART): Dr. McManus stated that during Hurricane Harvey, a couple hundred animals 

were housed in facilities like the SPCA and the City of Dallas’s mega shelter. 30 animals came in with evacuees and those 

owners were allowed to visit and care for their pets. Some lessons learned are that co-housing is the way to go and 

communication needs to begin early on in order to deal with this issue more effectively. The CART will continue to work 

on their plan. 

Volunteer Organizations Active in Disaster (VOAD): Nikki Beneke discussed the VOAD’s role during Harvey sheltering 

operations. The American Red Cross served as dormitory manager and the Salvation Army was in charge of feeding. The 



women of Texas Baptist Men provided childcare, and there were service dogs and religious support provided as well. 

The VOAD provided donations management and a general store was set up for clients pick out what they needed. They 

have transitioned to long-term recovery and have set up unmet needs and case management committees. There are 

currently 285 cases. Ms. Beneke also stated that the VOAD is also looking into credentialing for its member 

organizations. 

Sara Title III Chemical Inventory & Compliance: No update. 

Emergency, HazMAT and Public Safety: Molly McFadden stated that she has materials from the HotZone conference 

available and the HazMat working group has continued training courses for anyone that is interested. 

Disaster Medical Operations Center: David McCarty stated that the DMOC set up a clinic with support from region 

hospitals and physicians at the mega shelter. They identified a gap with medical supplies but were able to obtain some 

from Parkland Hospital and others. An after-action was conducted at the Medical Society. Dana Suell (Children’s) stated 

that Children’s set up first-time pediatric clinic and learned that some patients should not have been in the mega shelter 

due to medical needs like behavioral problems, dialysis, cerebral palsy, and substance abuse. 

Technology & Communications: CJ Holt stated that the radio program is moving along slowly but surely. 

Planning, Training & Exercise: No update. 

Emergency Management Update provided by Doug Bass: 

 Deadline for Hurricane Harvey cost recovery submissions is November 20, 2017 

 There will be an Emergency Managers Meeting on December 15, 2017 

 The regional LEPC Meeting will be tomorrow, October 31st at 2121 Panoramic Circle 

 L-548 and L-550 courses will be offered in January at HSEM 

 Looking at dates for a regional active shooter consequences exercise some time in February or March 2018 with 

a focus on emergency managers, not law enforcement 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:26pm.  

Submitted by 

Dariela Esquivel, Senior Secretary, Dallas County Office of Homeland Security & Emergency Management 


