
 
 

Dallas County Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) 
Minutes of the General Meeting 

 

July 31, 2017 
 

Meeting Host/Location: 

Dallas County Homeland Security & Emergency Management, 2121 Panoramic Circle, Dallas, TX 75212.  A meeting 

agenda was posted and the proper public notice was given in advance of the meeting.  

Meeting Attendees: 

 LEPC members Jimmie Badgett (Badgett Fire & Safety Consultant), Doug Bass (Dallas County HSEM), Nikki Beneke 

(DCVOAD), Jason Carriere (Irving OEM), Veronica Hadley (Set Environmental), Tonya Hunter (Cedar Hill, DeSoto, 

Duncanville & Lancaster), Lauren Trimble for Clay Jenkins (Dallas County Judge), David McCarty (Parkland Hospital), Andy 

Medina (Harcros Chemicals), John Patterson for Rocky Vaz (Dallas OEM), and numerous guests. 

Meeting: 

Meeting called to order by Chairperson Tonya Hunter at 1:37 p.m. followed by brief introductions of attendees.  

Attendees were given a few minutes to review the minutes from the April 24, 2017 LEPC meeting. A motion to approve 

the minutes was made by Mr. John Patterson and seconded by Mr. Jason Carriere.  Minutes were approved as written 

by unanimous consent of the members present. 

Ms. Hunter announced that Dallas County submitted an application for an LEPC grant from TCEQ and got approved. 

Through this grant, HSEM was able to hire Jeffrey Cuevas as GIS Planner/LEPC Coordinator.  The goal for this project is to 

develop site-specific plans for the top 10 facilities in Dallas County with hazardous chemicals. 

Jeffrey Cuevas provided a presentation on chemically hazardous facilities. He stated that his goal is to develop GIS maps 

of facilities in proximity to vulnerable populations and create overlay chemical plume dispersion models. He went over 

the criteria he has been using for identifying the top ten facilities and provided the group with examples of a chlorine 

plume dispersion model at water treatment facilities. Dana Suell (Children’s Medical Center) asked if this information 

will be shared with hospitals. Mr. Bass answered that yes, the information will be shared with affected infrastructure 

within each jurisdiction.  

Emergency Management Update: 

Mr. Bass provided the following updates: 

 Since the LEPC is a planning organization and the cities are the first responders, the date will be turned over to 

them.  

 HSEM has subscribed to ReadyOp, an internet based program, used to create and maintain a database of 

contact information we can share with jurisdictions and partner agencies.  

 FEMA is planning an off-airport exercise for late September. More information to come. 

 NCTCOG is planning an active shooter consequences training in November for emergency managers, not law 

enforcement. 

 HSEM has two trailers with tents and generators available to deploy if needed. 



 Lisa Tatum turned in Hazard Mitigation Action Plan grant application. 21 cities want to participate. 

 HSEM continues to offer advanced professional training courses for those that are interested. 

Subcommittee Briefings: 

County Animal Response Team (CART): Lisa Tatum stated that the group met on July 28, 2017 and heard from a guest 

speaker who responded to the Canton tornados. The CART plans to meet again in September. 

Volunteer Organizations Active in Disaster (VOAD): Nikki Beneke provided a brief overview of the history of the VOAD. It 

was founded in 1970 to help minimize the duplication of services. Members of the VOAD provide help and resources 

during disasters. At the last VOAD meeting, Kevin Oden with the City of Dallas’s Office of Emergency Management, gave 

a presentation on the City’s mega sheltering plan that they are working on. The next VOAD meeting is scheduled for 

August 9, 2017 at the American Red Cross. 

Sara Title III Chemical Inventory & Compliance: Tonya Hunter stated that the window for reporting was January1st 

through March 30th.. Rodrick Jones sent zip files in early April to local communities of data provided by facilities located 

within those communities.  

Emergency, HazMAT and Public Safety: No update from Grand Prairie. Ms. Hunter stated that the region is planning a 

smaller scale version of 2016’s Big X. The exercise, called the Mid X is being planned for 2018 and the goal is to conduct 

these every two years. 

Disaster Medical Operations Center: David McCarty stated that the DMOC is made up of hospital emergency managers 

and physicians and is also open to city emergency managers. They are currently working on how to get better patient 

tracking. He stated that Kevin Oden also presented on Dallas’s mega sheltering plan at their last meeting. They also 

elected new officers: Rob Monaghan – Chair; Kaitlyn Cross – Vice-Chair.  

Technology & Communications: Tonya Hunter stated that the group is working on vendors for the joint radio system 

project that the City and County of Dallas are working on. 

Planning, Training & Exercise: Jason Carriere stated that the City of Irving went to the Emergency Management Institute 

for a week-long course tailored to their municipality. 64 people attended; among them Lisa Tatum from Dallas County 

HSEM, Richard Esparza from Dallas County HHS, and Sarah Haak with TDEM. Planning took 8 months and the results 

were very beneficial. 

Public Comments:  

John White (VA North Texas) stated that the North Texas Radiation group conducted three training drills. Several 

community reception centers were stood up for radiological incidents and they are planning to offer more future 

training at no cost. 

Lisa Tatum (DCHSEM) stated that the Emergency Management Steering Committee meeting is tentatively scheduled for 

August 24, 2017. Location and agenda are still pending. The purpose of the meeting is to bring emergency managers 

together. Randy Howell (University Park) is committee chair.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:38 pm. The next LEPC meeting will be held on October 

30, 2017. 

Submitted by 

Dariela Esquivel, Senior Secretary, Dallas County Office of Homeland Security & Emergency Management 


