
 
 

Dallas County Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) 
Minutes of the General Meeting 

 

July 30th, 2018 
 

Meeting Host/Location: 

Dallas County Homeland Security & Emergency Management, 2121 Panoramic Circle, Dallas, TX 75212.  A meeting 

agenda was posted and the proper public notice was given in advance of the meeting.  

Meeting Attendees: 

LEPC members- Doug Bass (Dallas County HSEM), Nikki Beneke (DCVOAD), Tonya Hunter (Cedar Hill, DeSoto, 

Duncanville), Lauren Trimble for Clay Jenkins (Dallas County Judge), Rodrick Jones (Dallas County HSEM, Adam Traylor 

for Rocky Vaz ( City of Dallas OEM) and numerous guests. 

Meeting: 

Tonya Hunter called the meeting to order at 1:36 p.m. followed by brief introductions of attendees. Attendees, CJ Holt 

(City of Dallas) and Miguel Canales (Dallas County Jail) motioned an approval of the minutes from the April 30, 2018 

LEPC meeting. Minutes were approved as written by unanimous consent of the members present.  

Chief Doug Bass introduced Bernardo Salazar as new Hazard Materials Planner/GIS specialist for Dallas County HSEM. He 

has reviewed the maps that were developed by the former Hazard Materials Planner and GIS specialist, Jeffery Cuevas.  

Bernardo is in the process of looking over Jeffrey’s projects and familiarizing himself with various chemicals and 

hazardous facilities around Dallas County.   

Bernardo introduced himself as he welcomed any support or information from those who are familiar with the project 

of the Ten Hazardous Chemical Facilities within Dallas County developed by Jeffrey Cuevas.   

Tonya introduces Ray Wilson from Hood County as speaker for the LEPC meeting. He provided a presentation over the  

Hood County’s Tri-Chem Chemical Explosion that occurred on March 15, 2018. A commercial structure fire was reported 

to the Hood County Sheriff’s Dispatch at 9:28 a.m. on March 15, 2018. Multiple fire departments along with the Hood 

County’s Fire Marshal’s Office were dispatched. Fort Worth Fire came on scene as support for the Fire Marshal. Hood 

County did not open county EOC as they felt the situation was well contained on scene and had sufficient staff and 

resources. Notification was sent to County Judge and Commissioners of Hood County. With the activation of 7 out of 9 

County Fire Departments, Mutual Aid resources were activated. Both public and private HazMat Response Teams were 

activated. Local, State and Federal agencies were present and supporting Hood County in efforts on scene.  

The Chemical facility located in Hood County was a chemical blending facility that produced various new chemicals for 

industrial purposes. It was not exactly clear as to how the reaction happened, however, the case is still open. Evidence 

shows that many conditions for an unstable chemical reaction, such as sunlight, frictions and heat on chemicals were 

present and likely played a role. One life was lost from the situation. TCEQ and EPA were on scene taking air samples and 

identifying chemicals present. A major lesson learned was to notify hospitals in a timely matter. As the hospitals did not 

have adequate time to prepare their staff and resources for ambulances and patients that were contaminated and 

needed additional resources. Security teams remained on scene for a week. Two or three days were spent digging 

trenches/creating barriers to preserve the scene from rain.  



 

Tonya thanks Ray for the presentation and then welcomed Chief Bass to the floor to provide an update on Dallas County 

Office of Homeland Security. 

Chief Bass announced that Dallas County HSEM will be hosting a couple courses in the next few months, such as the G-

235A Advanced Emergency Planning course on August 08, 2018 and the G-318 Local Hazard Mitigation Planning 

Workshop on October 10th and 11th, 2018. Both of which can be registered for on PreparingTexas.org.  

Tonya provided updates on the Active Shooter Consequence Management exercise that was held in Richardson, Texas. 

Many different agencies were present, such as transportation agencies, ISDs, city, county, state and federal 

departments.  

Adam Traylor from City of Dallas spoke about their plans to use a contractor to develop a full scale exercise based on a 

complex coordinated attack for the City of Dallas and surrounding jurisdictions.  

Subcommittee Briefings: 

Volunteer Organizations Active in Disaster (VOAD): Nikki Beneke has been updating the VOAD contacts due to multiple 

staff changes after hurricane Harvey. Nikki announces that there have been about three or four new members and a few 

new departments who have joined VOAD.   

Disaster Medical Operations Center: Rick Esparza spoke on a DMOC meeting from the prior week. DMOC brought in a 

retired Colonel who served in Balad, Iraq, as he served as the Director of the military hospital on base. DMOC learned 

about the similarities between MCI operations overseas and national events regarding to triage, working with limited 

resources and a lack of personnel during mass fatality events.  

Technology & Communications: CJ Holt provided an update on a regional interoperability radio exercise that will take 

place around October of 2018. The exercise will test the communication unit leader’s ability for checking off on certain 

protocols during an emergency, testing mobile communication capabilities, etc. CJ projects that by October 2020 they 

should have an all-City migrated radio system ready for testing.  

Guest Briefings and Exercise Updates:  

Kwa heri Harris, from the City of Garland, announces that the City of Garland RACES has a communications tower trailer 

that is available to be deployed to jurisdiction that is in need of communication resources during an emergency. The 

trailer would be accompanied with a team that can deliver as we as set it up. RACES recently tested the system on a field 

day as well as assisted the City of Garland Police Department during July 4th.  

Kwa heri also mentioned that Garland will be holding the Essentials of Cyber Security training provided by TEEX on 

September 26th, 2018, which you can register for on the TEEX website.  

Jeff Murray, from the Department of Homeland Security, mentions that DHS can also be a valuable resource for putting 

on exercises for jurisdictions who might not have the capability, time or resources necessary to do so.  

The next LEPC meeting is scheduled for October 29th, 2018. There being no further business, the meeting was 

adjourned at 2:45 p.m., motioned by Chief Doug Bass. 

Submitted by 

Colton Goss, Emergency Planner & Volunteer Coordinator, Dallas County Office of Homeland Security & Emergency 
Management 


