
 
 

Dallas County Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) 
Minutes of the General Meeting 

 

October 29, 2018 
 

Meeting Host/Location: 

Dallas County Homeland Security & Emergency Management, 2121 Panoramic Circle, Dallas, TX 75212.  
A meeting agenda was posted and the proper public notice was given in advance of the meeting.  

Meeting Attendees: 

LEPC members Doug Bass (Dallas County HSEM), Tonya Hunter (Cedar Hill, Desoto, Duncanville, 
Lancaster), Lauren Trimble for Clay Jenkins (Dallas County Judge), Rodrick Jones (Dallas County HSEM), 
Andy Medina (Harcros Chemicals), Molly McFadden (NCTOG), Randall Miller (Dallas County) Chase 
Wheeler (Grand Prairie OEM), Leopoldo Cacho (Gordon Food Service), Jeff Murray (DHS), Rick Esparza 
(DCHHS), John Nelson (Hempel USA), Richard Woods (TI), Daniel Ringhouser (GP OEM), Michael Walker 
(NTMWD), Stacey Gantt (Texas Health Res). 

Meeting: 

Tonya Hunter called meeting to order at 1:39 p.m. followed by brief introductions of attendees.  
Attendees were given a few minutes to review the minutes from the July 30, 2018 LEPC meeting. A 
motion to approve the minutes was made by Ms. Molly McFadden and seconded by Mr. Chase Wheeler.  
Minutes were approved as written by unanimous consent of the members present. 

Ms. Tonya Hunter, Regional Emergency Management Operations Coordinator, communicated that most 
of the Facilities and jurisdictions attending this meeting are required to have annual exercises. She 
provided a presentation where she recently held training in The City of Duncanville, who hosted a Train 
Derailment Functional Exercise on Oct 11, 2018.  She explains, there are several rail lines that run 
through the different municipalities and counties, and included the participation of school districts, 
county, state, and volunteer groups. Part of the scenario is when you have a hazardous material release 
is to figure out what type of hazardous material you are dealing with, and how the population will be 
impacted. Finally, she expressed the exercise was successful, and it’s an advantage to have a hazmat 
plan in place.  

Tonya introduces Jimmy L. Stanford from The Salvation Army as a speaker for the LEPC meeting. He 
provided a presentation over two powerful hurricanes we had in the last several months; Florence and 
Michael. He indicated he was deployed on September 11, 2018, to aid with mass feeding to Wilmington, 
North Carolina where hurricane Florence hit. He communicated they serviced a total of 5 counties, 
almost half a million hot meals served, a total of 2,351 people on the ground and 76,000 service hours. 



He affirmed this is still an ongoing operation. He was then deployed to Panama City, Florida on October 
11, 2018, for Hurricane Michael; where he established a feeding operation with field kitchens and BBQ 
smokers (Operation BBQ Relief) for a total on capacity of 46,000 meals ready. One of the main concerns 
of this operation was communication; out of 9 counties only 2% of the population had power. This is still 
and ongoing operation which includes but not limited to 703 responders on the ground and 37,000 
hours of service.  

Tonya thanks Jimmy for his presentation and introduces Bernardo Salazar (Hazardous Material Planner) 
for Dallas County. 

Bernardo explains his role is to make sure where all chemical facilities are located throughout Dallas 
County.  In his presentation he explains how important it is to study the Tier II data reports, which 
include the types of chemicals and their location. He created a map using this information, and 
expressed about the different cities that are trying to participate in creating these types of maps. He is 
open to anyone that needs GIS support. He also stated that he is working with different cities to start 
developing exercises and tabletops concerning hazardous chemical awareness. 

Emergency Management Updates: Chief, Doug Bass provided updates 

• Mitigation Plan; Grant received and the vendor was finalized. 
• Update on County Base Plan; In process 
• Hurricane Shelter update; we have 4 locations that can be quickly activated. 
• COOP Planning Project ; is ongoing with County Juvenile Department 

Subcommittee Briefings: 

County Animal Response Team (CART): Continues to meet every other month. A briefing will be made at 
the next meeting. 

Volunteer Organizations Active in Disaster (VOAD): A briefing will be made at next meeting. 

Sara Title III Chemical Inventory & Compliance: Roderick Jones stated the reporting period for 2018 Tier 
II submission runs from January 1st through March 1st. Once a list is compiled he will notify cities and 
jurisdictions that their city reports are ready. 

Emergency, HazMAT and Public Safety: Chase Wheeler with Grand Prairie OEM is hosting the MGT-310 
class on February 11th and 12th, 2019. He mentions Regional trainings which include a HazMAT exercise 
on November 7, 8, & 9 presented by the 63rd CST Oklahoma, at the Fort Worth training facility. Grand 
Prairie OEM will host an Exercise in Homemade explosives on January 7, 8, & 9, 2019. Finally, LSU is 
coming to Grand Prairie on January 30 - Feb 1, 2019 for a WMD Sampling Class. This information will be 
posted on their website.   

Disaster Medical Operations Center:  A briefing will be made at next meeting. 

 



Technology & Communications: A briefing will be made at next meeting. 

Planning, Training & Exercise: Tonya Explains that Chief Doug Bass with Dallas County is working with 
different jurisdictions to prepare for the threat of severe weather and activating emergency operation 
centers, including Dallas County standing up to support a countywide emergency as it relates to a 
tornado response. Chief Bass stated upcoming training, ICS-/EOC Interface class on November 8th, FEMA 
COOP class Feb 11 - 15, 2019. 

Public Comments: 

Molly McFadden announces that Captain Baker with Dallas Fire Department is retiring and announces 
new Captain, Matthew Geller. She also mentioned the Hazardous Material tabletop that will be held in 
Richardson, TX on November 9, 2018. Look out for the Hot Zone Conferences, they provide great 
information. Also mentioned CIKR training will be held at the end of the year.  

Jeff Murray with DHS mentioned services which include training and tabletops. These services are at no 
cost to the public and businesses. Some of the classes they offer are the K-12 security guide assessment 
that is offered to private and public schools, in addition, Cyber Security and Active Shooter Training.  

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Tonya Hunter, and the meeting was 
adjourned at 3:19 pm. 

Submitted by 

Rachel R. Rueda, Senior Secretary, Dallas County Office of Homeland Security & Emergency 
Management 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


