
 
 

Dallas County Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) 
Minutes of the General Meeting 

 

January 28, 2019 
 

Meeting Host/Location: 

Dallas County Homeland Security & Emergency Management, 2121 Panoramic Circle, Dallas, TX 75212.  A 
meeting agenda was posted and the proper public notice was given in advance of the meeting.  

Meeting Attendees: 

Chief, Doug Bass (DCHSEM), Chase Wheeler (Grand Prairie OEM), Leopoldo Cacho (Gordon Food Service), 
Rick Esparza (DCHHS), Richard Woods (TI), Daniel Ringhouser (GP OEM), Michael Walker (NTMWD), Nikki 
Beneke (Dallas County VOAD), Jason Carriere (City of Irving), David McCarty (Parkland Hospital), Kashmere 
Bates (DCHSEM), Jennifer Quinonez (DCHSEM), Gentrea Hendrickson (DCHSEM), Jaye Cook (NTMWD), 
Daria Palacios (211), Kevin Dodge (City of Mesquite), Cindy Carlo ( EMC Mesquite), Doug Kendrick (F.C. 
Sunnyvale), Lisa Tatum (DCHSEM), Dwight Freeman (DFR), David Milligan (NTMWD), Mat Stevens (Red 
Cross), Jen Edwards (Red Cross), Sarah Haak (TDEM), Randy Rose (Air Liquide), Lauren Sanchez (Farmers 
Branch), Shunta Anderson (211), Wesley Hernandez (Air Liquide), Colton Goss (DCHSEM), Robert Smith 
(TRA), Cate McManus (CART), Lacey Lucas (Dallas County DA), John Patterson (City of Dallas), Maurice 
Murray (NCTTRAC), Kevin Carter (OEM Garland), William Paiz-Tabash (TDEM), Katie McCoy(DFW), Scott 
Burke (Farmers Branch). 

Meeting: 

Chief, Doug Bass called meeting to order at 1:37 p.m., followed by brief introductions of attendees.  
Attendees were given a few minutes to review the minutes from the October 29, 2018 LEPC meeting. A 
motion to approve the minutes was made by Mr. Jason Carriere and seconded by Mr. Chase Wheeler.  
The minutes were approved as written by unanimous consent of the members present. 

Chief, Doug Bass, introduces Bernardo Salazar (Hazardous Material Planner) from Dallas County 
Homeland Security & Emergency Management for his presentation on the Hazardous Chemical Web Map. 
Bernardo expresses the purpose for this type of map is for jurisdictions to have quick navigation access to 
Tier II data. For example, the specific location of the chemicals, potency of chemicals, and the quantity 
that is stored. In Addition it can provide structure and business locations that may be affected or near a 
threat zone. Consequently, the goal is to be distributed to all jurisdictions and shared with first 
responders. Bernardo encourages all jurisdictions to participate, all observations and feedback is 
welcome. Furthermore, Bernardo praised the assistance of his Intern Kashmere Bates for her help in 
developing this project.  



  

Bernardo concludes his presentation and introduces Captain Knoerr from The Dallas Fire Department. 

Captain Keith Knoerr starts by introducing The Dallas Fire Department Hazmat team, Wesley B. Williams, 
Austin Hunt, and John Luhim. Captain Knoerr stated that his Hazmat team capabilities range from white 
powder, gas leaks and even bombs. Sara Haak (TDEM) asked if they responded to a tanker truck incident 
that caught on fire off HWY 45 on January 27, 2019. He stated yes, the main concern was to evaluate the 
situation for a possible evacuation, and to determine environmental quality. For example, redirecting 
contaminated material or fluids from the storm drains. In this situation, it was determined to let the tanker 
burn with no further action required. The team also affirmed they are required to report incidents to all 
agency’s including TCEQ and EPA. Chief Bass asked, “What should a municipality do to assist in hazardous 
situations?” DPD Hazmat team responded, if any, of the municipalities have personnel that specializes; in 
hazardous materials would be of great help because in some situations the extra manpower is necessary 
to support different operations.        

Chief Doug Bass thanks DFD Hazmat team for their presentation and introduces Lisa Tatum (Dallas County 
Planning Chief).  

Emergency Management Updates: Lisa Tatum (DCHSEM)  

Ms. Lisa stated, a copy of the future planning meetings, trainings, and exercises were located on the end 
table for everyone to retrieve and it included the time and dates. She reassured a reminder email would 
be conveyed.  She introduces Colton Goss (DCHSEM), he announces the overview of the Dallas County 
Mitigation Plan; it includes the participation of several municipalities and (H2O Partners) who was recently 
hired to assist with this project. In January, a kick off meeting was set up to schedule timelines, milestones 
and general expectations. In addition, Mr. Goss expressed that more information will be provided by H2O 
Partners as they will be guest speakers at the next  Dallas County Emergency Managers meeting. Chief 
Doug Bass announced the upcoming NCTCOG exercise. This is a great opportunity to activate your EOC; 
the exercise is Spring EOC Tornado preparedness. The training will be available March 21 2019.  

Subcommittee Briefings: Partners  

County Animal Response Team (CART): Dr. McManus, (City of Irving) advised the CART committee is 
revising the 2015 plans to make sure is still applicable. In addition, they will be touring the Balch Springs 
recreation center for sheltering purposes.  

Volunteer Organizations Active in Disaster (VOAD): Nikki Beneke, (President) advised on last month’s 
VOAD meeting, she had a guest speaker Aaron Titus, who owns Crisis Clean Up who delivered a webinar 
presentation on how his company operates, during and after a disaster. She express Crisis Clean Up works 
well in coordination with the volunteer groups.    

Sara Title III Chemical Inventory & Compliance:  A briefing will be made at next meeting. 



Emergency, HazMAT and Public Safety: Chase Wheeler with Grand Prairie OEM is hosting the MGT-310 
class on February 11 and 12th, 2019, (spots still available). In Addition, The Joepool & Benbrook dam 
exercise will be held on February 20, 2019, everyone is welcome to participate.     

Disaster Medical Operations Center:  David McCarty (Parkland) No updates.  

 

Technology & Communications: CJ Holt (City of Irving) is hosting a full-scale exercise; the scenario will be 
Active Shooter. The event will take place in the Irving Toyota Music Factory on March 3, 2019. 

 

Planning, Training & Exercise: A briefing will be made at next meeting 

 

Public Comments: 

Robert Woods with Texas Instruments advised he is working on future meeting dates to introduce new 
chemicals and emergency plans. 

 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Doug Bass, and the meeting was 
adjourned at 2:59 pm. 

 

Submitted by 

Rachel R. Rueda, Administrative Assistant, Dallas County Office of Homeland Security & Emergency 
Management 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 


