
 
 

Dallas County Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) 
Minutes of the General Meeting 

 

October 28, 2019 
 

Meeting Host/Location: 

Dallas County Homeland Security & Emergency Management, 2121 Panoramic Circle, Dallas, TX 75212.  A 

meeting agenda was posted and the proper public notice was given in advance of the meeting.  

Meeting Attendees: 

Tonya Hunter (Cedar Hill Desoto, Duncanville, Lancaster), Lisa Tatum (DCHSEM), Rick Esparza (DCHHS), 

Michael Walker (NTMWD), David McCarty (Parkland Hospital), Lauren Sanchez (Farmers Branch), Deea 

Scully (City of Irving), Andy Medina (Harcros Chemicals), David Jones (AFD) , Daria Palacios (211), Bernardo 

Salazar (DCHSEM),Stephanie Wells (CCGD) Sam Friar (North Texas Municipal Water District), Ann Ratliff 

(DHS,ISCD), David Garcia (Dallas ISD), Michael Knapp (City of Dallas GIS), Tim Dedear (FBFD), John Hage, 

Joseph Byrd, Cindy Carlo (Mesquite OEM), John Howard (Brakebush), Clay Reid (BNSF), Jaye Cooke 

(NTWMD), Clarence Hutchins (Univar Solutions). 

Meeting: 

Chair Tonya Hunter called meeting to order at 1:31 p.m., followed by brief introductions of attendees.  

Attendees were given a few minutes to review the minutes from the July, 29 2019 LEPC meeting. A motion 

to approve the minutes was made by Ms. Lauren Sanchez (Farmers Branch) and seconded by David 

McCarty (Parkland Hospital). The minutes were approved as written by unanimous consent of the 

members present. 

 

Ms. Tonya starts by introducing Fire department, Chief Jones, from the City of Addison. Mr. Jones shared 

the experience of the Addison Plane Crash. Ten casualties were reported as a result of the crash. The 

event took place Sunday morning and the aircraft went down at 9:11 a.m. Although this was a tragic event, 

many positive lessons were learned for future incidents. 

Two explosions took place. First, it was the right wing followed by the left wing. The media did not have 

much access to the site but still managed to get information regarding the incident. However, there needs 

to be additional security for media control. In addition, the entire fire was extinguished in 14 minutes. It 

was a quick response. Moreover, Chief Jones explained that each officer that responded to the incident 

had to fill out a worksheet with the following; the problems they had, what went wrong, the lessons 

learned, and what if anything could be done differently in the future to prevent similar incidents. The 

lesson learned here according to Chief Jones is that no matter how much you know, there will be a time 



when you will have many things thrown at you, and you must know how to handle it effectively by multi-

tasking. In addition, Lauren Sanchez established a family assistance center, for the police department 

initially. Ten people were in the plane. It was a private flight.  

 Ms. Tonya Hunter thanked Mr. Jones and his team and introduces David Allen from (Texas Emergency 

GIS Response Team) to speak about the disaster response mapping. 

Mr. Allen started by providing a presentation on how EGRT responds. He relays there is 280 employees 

statewide that are on call and ready for deployment. In addition, they have a trailer equipped with a 

plotter printer and can be transported where needed. EGRT Employees go through FEMA classes and 

participate in trainings and exercises to help them understand and create the different types of maps. He 

explains how emergency managers can benefit from maps you can track resources, situational awareness, 

and shelters. Lastly, Mr. Allen advises these services are provided free of charge.  

   

Ms. Tonya Hunter thanked Mr. Allen for his presentation and proceeded to introduce Clay Reid (BNSF) 

Director, Hazardous Materials.  

Mr. Reid starts by explaining how they are notified when incidents like hazardous material spills and train 

derailments occur; 911 dispatch usually notifies them when the incident is located in a populated area. 

When an incident occurs in a rural area is usually the train crew that notifies dispatch. Responding to some 

of these incidents can be very hard, many times weather conditions can get in the way of responding to 

incidents quickly and sometimes the terrain can be very harsh. Mr. Reid reiterates the goal is always to 

respond to any emergency immediately.   

Ms. Tonya Hunter thanked Mr. Reid and proceeded with updates.  

   Emergency Management Updates:  

Ms. Lisa Tatum from Dallas County Emergency Management gave an update about the responses that 

occur after the Dallas Tornado incident. She advise the CART received request to shelter a couple of pets. 

In addition, Red Cross opened several shelters and The Salvation Army supplied food. Additional 

information is located in the organizations website.  

Bernardo Salazar from DCHSEM advice he attended the Statewide Hazardous Material Conference, also 

participated in several refresher courses. In Addition, Bernardo continues to work on the Hazardous 

Chemical report.  

 

 

 

 



 

Subcommittee Briefings: Partners  

 

Emergency, HazMAT and Public Safety: A briefing will be made at next meeting. 

 

Disaster Medical Operations Center: A briefing will be made at next meeting. 

 

Technology & Communications: A briefing will be made at next meeting. 

 

Planning, Training & Exercise: A briefing will be made at next meeting. 

 

Public Comments: 

Public Attendee advice their company had difficulties delivering materials to customers due to the Dallas 

County tornado.  

 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Tonya Hunter, and the meeting was 

adjourned at 3:18 pm. 

 

Submitted by 

Rachel R. Rueda, Administrative Assistant, Jennifer Qinonez (intern), Jennifer Hernandez (intern) Dallas 

County Office of Homeland Security & Emergency Management. 


