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New Commissioner, Alex Martinez 

Alex Martinez, P.E. was born and raised in Laredo, Texas and has 

resided in the Dallas area since 1984. He is a Texas A&M University 

graduate and holds a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering. He 

is a Licensed Professional Engineer in the State of Texas and Vice 

President at STV Inc. He is a lifetime member and President of 

the Hispanic Organization for Genealogy and Research (HOGAR 

de Dallas), lifetime member of Dallas Mexican American Historical 

League (DMAHL), Founding Board Member and Treasurer for The 

Mexican American Museum of Texas (TMAMT), serves on the 

Preservation Dallas Board of Trustees and is affiliated with the 

Greater Dallas Planning Council (GDPC), American Society of Civil 

Engineers (ASCE), Texas Society of Professional Engineers (TSPE), 

American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC), and 

Regional Hispanic Contractors Association (RHCA). 

Alex identifies as Mexican American, tracing his roots to early 

Spanish settlers in the 16th century of present-day Mexico as well 

as 17th century Spanish explorers of what later became Texas. His 

ancestors were among the founding settlers of Nuevo Santander 

(later south Texas) on both side of the Rio Grande in the 18th 

century, making him a Tejano. Some of his ancestors did not 

cross the border; the border crossed them. Genetically, he is 

Mestizo, he carries Native American genes as well. His 

genealogical and family history research has instilled in him a 

passion and appreciation for the historical aspect of his 

surroundings. 
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Before the outbreak of World War I, there were 4 Black regiments in the United States military: 

the 9th and 10th Cavalry and the 24th and 25th Infantry divisions. By the end of the war, 

African Americans would serve in nearly every branch of the military, from Stevedore 

Regiments to Medical Corps, on the homefront and abroad. Additionally, the War Department 

(which was split up and dismantled in 1947) provided funding and training in military science 

and tactics for around 20,000 students, given at various HBCUs and integrated colleges and 

universities around the country. 

Increasing the number of African Americans in the military during WWI was an incredibly 

complex task: racism and racial violence were endemic even within training camps, and 

significant efforts from Black organizations and leaders and the American military led to 

changes that would protect soldiers. Despite these efforts, events like the Houston riot of 1917 

exemplified the growing tensions between those who were prepared to serve their country 

and those who saw Black servicemen as threats to contemporary racial hierarchies. 

This photograph comes from the National Archives and depicts Black recruits at a dinner on 

June 11, 1918, at an unknown location in Dallas, Texas. Dallas Morning News articles reported 

that Black recruits would be sent to Camp Travis, which by the summer of 1918 served as an 

induction and replacement center. 

For more information on the history and experiences of Black soldiers during WWI, you can 

read Scott's official history: of the American Negro in the World War on the Library of Congress 

website, where it has been fully digitized. The author, Emmett Jay Scott (1873 -1957), was a 

Houston native and studied at Wiley College. He worked as a journalist and editor for the 

Houston Post and Texas Freeman before working for various colleges, universities, and the U.S. 

government. During WWI he was appointed by President Woodrow Wilson as Special 

Assistant for Negro Affairs to the Secretary of War Newton D. Baker, making Scott the highest­

ranking African American in the Wilson administration. 

If you recognize someone in this picture or have an idea about where it may have been taken, 

contact the Dallas County Historical Commission! 

DCHC- Recovering the 

Stories 

Want to learn more about local Dallas history from those who live and 

work in the city? KERA and PBS, in collaboration with Dallas TRHT, have 

been releasing short films on different aspects of Dallas history under the 

series Recovering the Stories: Exploring the History & Resilience in Dallas 

Communities. These videos include archival footage and photographs of 

historical events and people in Dallas, along with interviews with local 

historians, community advocates, and Dallasites who live and work in the 

city. Current episodes feature Dallas' Little Mexico, Little Asia, Fair Park, 

Freedman's Town, South Dallas, and West Dallas' Indigenous community. 

These mini documentaries offer insight into Dallas' deep and complex 

history from those who know and love it best. 

Viewers can watch episodes online the PBS website, or on YouTube. 





Oh! What change there would be if the world could say the same thing. Spring has at last 

opened here, but I fear that we will have more cold weather. Our school is progressing finely 

- next saturday is the 12th of April which is Henry Clay's birth day. I expect we will have to

celebrate it as it has been the custom here for years. I received a present from Flora the other

day of $5.00 which was received with many thanks. As I have a composition to write this

afternoon I will have to ask you to excuse this short letter, I know that I have not done your

letter justice but I will have to quit. Write often, Good bye.

Victor S. Peak
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At the time of this letter, Victor Peak (he went by his 

middle name) was studying in a military academy in 

Kentucky. His generous parents were none other than 

Jefferson Peak, Sr., and Martha Malvina Reser. The 

Peaks had come from Kentucky, where Jefferson 

Peak, Sr., had worked as a merchant and state 

legislator, settling in what is now East Dallas. Keep an 

eye on our future newsletters to learn more about 

this illustrious family! 
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Disclaimer Statement: The articles contained in this Chronicle represent the work and 

opinions of their authors. They do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Historical 

Commission or its members. 




