
     

    MINUTES 
    DALLAS COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
    October 14, 2021 
 

Commission Chair Juanita H. Nañez called the meeting, which was held virtually via Microsoft Teams, to 
order at 11:31 a.m. 

Members present:  Juanita H. Nañez, John Roppolo, Priscilla Escobedo, Roosevelt Nichols, Jearlene 
Miller, Elizabeth Gunby, Patricia Hicks, Jim Gaspard Coy Poitier, Elizabeth DeLeon, 
Dan Barrios Jr., and Jerry Hawkins. 

Members absent:  None 

 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
Ms. Nañez welcomed all members and attendees. Mia Brown took attendance and noted a 
quorum was present.  
 

2. Public Comment 
There were no public comments. 
 

3. Approval of the August 12, 2021, Minutes 
Mr. Roppolo moved and Mr. Gaspard seconded that the minutes from the Commission’s August 
12, 2021, meeting be approved. This motion was approved unanimously.  
 

4. Lancaster Arms Factory Historic Marker 
Luis Tamayo noted that on September 30th that he attended a virtual meeting regarding the 
1936 Centennial Marker at the site of the Lancaster Arms Factor with Ms. Nañez, Ms. Gunby, 
Mr. Roosevelt, Clyde Hairston (Lancaster Mayor), Opal Mauldin-Jones (Lancaster City Manager), 
and Keturah Barnett (Lancaster Assistant City Manager). During the meeting, options for 
addressing the content of the marker were discussed and will be addressed by the Lancaster 
City Council.  
 

5. Upcoming Events 
a. Virginia Savage McAlester Proclamation 

Mr. Gaspard reported that there was very good turnout for the dedication of the marble 
statue at Savage Park, which was sponsored by Preservation Dallas. Ms. Nañez, Ms. 
Gunby, Mr. Roppolo, and Ms. Hicks were also in attendance. The Carrera marble 
sculpture created by local artist Kat Warwick was unveiled to the public. 
 

b. Legacies Dallas History Conference January 2022 
Ms. Gunby reported that the 23rd annual conference will be January 29th on the 7th floor 
of the Dallas Central Library. The conference is being sponsored by 18 organizations, 



including the DCHC. The deadline has passed for submitting a presentation, but the 
members can attend to staff their promotional table.  

 
6. Dallas County Chronicle 

a. Article Deadlines & Assignments 
Ms. Nañez thanked the DCHC members that submitted articles for the Summer 
Chronicle, which was published in early October. She mentioned that Ms. Miller will 
submit an article from the Irving Historical Society and Ms. Gunby and Ms. Rumbley will 
submit articles for the Fall Chronicle.   
 

b. Latest Issue and Audience 
Mr. Tamayo informed the group that those who are subscribed to the Chronicle should 
have received an email this week with the link to the Summer Chronicle. There are 538 
recipients of the Chronicle. Ms. Brown stated she would send the link to sign up for the 
newsletter so that members can forward it to others.  
 

7. Committee Reports 
a. Chronicle Circulation, Increasing Readership 

This item will be addressed at a future meeting.   
 

b. Marker Committee 
Mr. Roppolo noted that the approved markers from last year are now being sent to their 
recipients so the DCHC may receive some invitations to dedication ceremonies in the 
near future. 
 

c. Untold Marker Committee 
Ms. Hicks informed the group that a Dallas Park Commissioner is going to submit for a 
marker about the birthplace of James Earl Clay. She is also waiting on additional 
documents from Remembering Black Dallas to complete an application to the Texas 
Historical Commission for a marker about Jane Elkins.  
 

d. Media Committee and Film Festival Updates 
Mr. Poitier stated that the Dallas International Film Festival was held October 8-10. 
After reaching out numerous times, the organization never contacted him about DCHC 
participation, likely due to a change in leadership. The DCHC had paid for a 2021 
sponsorship, so Mr. Poitier will ask them to put the funds toward sponsorship for 2022.  
 

8. Goals and Objectives Updates 
a. Use of Slogan 

Ms. DeLeon shared two mock ups of the slogan “Leave a Mark on History” with the new 
DCHC logo for the group’s consideration. The Commission will formally decide which 
one to utilize at a future meeting. 
 

b. Attendance at Other Local Historical Organizations 
Ms. Miller reported that Ms. Nañez attended the board meeting of the Irving Heritage 
Society. Ms. Miller also mentioned that the next quarterly meeting of the Grand Prairie 
Historical Organization is in November. She is working on reaching out to their president 
to obtain an invitation to the meeting. Mr. Poitier said that the Historical Society of 



Mesquite wants to set up a day where members of the DCHC can tour their historic 
property and he will coordinate with them on a date. Mr. Hawkins, through his 
involvement with Dallas Truth, Racial Healing and Transformation, attended an exhibit 
by the Dallas Mexican American Historical League, a tour of Dallas County freedman’s 
towns with Remembering Black Dallas, and is coordinating with the organization 
American Indian Heritage Day who is planning an event on November 26th.  
 
 

9. Upcoming Meetings 
a. Meeting Locations – Old Red Museum 

Ms. Brown explained that future DCHC meetings will be held in person and is looking 
into meeting venues. The Old Red Museum has offered their meeting space. Ms. Gunby 
said that she may be able to reserve space for the DCHC at the Aldredge House and the 
group concurred that that would be a good meeting space. 
 

b. Next Meeting Date: November 11, 2021 
Ms. Brown noted that the next meeting date is set for November 11th, 2021, which is 
Veteran’s Day. She asked the group if they would like to keep the next meeting on that 
date and they collectively agreed to set that date for the November meeting. 
 

10. Adjourn 
There being no other business, Ms. Nañez adjourned the meeting at 12:35 p.m. 

 


