
     

    MINUTES 

    DALLAS COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

    December 9, 2021 

 

Commission Chair Juanita Nañez called the meeting, held at the Aldredge House on 5500 Swiss Avenue 
in Dallas, Texas, to order at 11:40 a.m. 

Members present:  Juanita Nañez, Coy Poitier, John Roppolo, Roosevelt Nichols, Jearlene Miller, 
Elizabeth Gunby, Patricia Hicks, Jim Gaspard, and Jerry Hawkins. 

Members absent:  Elizabeth DeLeon, Priscilla Escobedo, Rose-Mary Rumbley 

 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
Ms. Nañez welcomed all members and attendees. Mia Brown noted a quorum was present.  
 

2. Public Comment 
RuLan Hebeler, President of Dallas County Medical Society Alliance Foundation, welcomed the 
Dallas County Historical Commission (DCHC) members to the Aldredge House, which has been 
the Foundation’s headquarters since 1974. She noted that the furniture is from all three 
previous owners going back to 1917 and the house has been decorated this month to recreate 
the last owner’s Christmas trees.  
 

3. Approval of the November 11, 2021, Minutes 
Mr. Roppolo moved and Ms. Miller seconded that the minutes from the Commission’s 
November 11, 2021, meeting be approved. This motion was approved unanimously.  
 

4. Events 
a. Legacies Dallas History Conference January 2022 

Ms. Gunby said that the conference will be virtual. The DCHC approved a sponsorship in 
the amount of $100 at the November meeting and the payment is currently in process. 
 

b. Florence Ranch Homestead 150th Anniversary 
Ms. Gunby shared that she attended the November meeting of Historic Mesquite, Inc. 
There was no quorum and no business was conducted. The DCHC is invited to visit the 
Florence Ranch Homestead, a Texas Recorded Historical Landmark, for Christmas at the 
Ranch, celebrating the 150th anniversary of the homestead. The event will be held on 
December 11th from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at 1424 Barnes Bridge Road.  
 

c. Remembering Black Dallas Historic Marker Training 
Mr. Roppolo presented on behalf of the DCHC at this event.  

 
 



d. THC Regional Planning Workshop 
Ms. Hicks attended the Regional Planning Workshop in McKinney at the Historic Collin 
County Courthouse and described the event. These workshops are held every ten years 
and include stakeholders such as county historical commissions, non-profit 
organizations, and homeowners. This meeting was part of Phase 1 of the 2022-2032 
Texas Statewide Historic Preservation Plan. Phase 1 takes place from June 2021 to 
February 2022 and “focuses on community engagement, defining Texas stakeholder 
needs and opinions related to historic preservation, and developing a base line of 
information for analysis and decision making.” Phase 2, which will include additional 
stakeholder input and focus on utilizing information from Phase 1 to create draft and 
final deliverables, will run from March 2022 to October 2022.  
 

5. Dallas County Chronicle 
a. Article Deadlines & Assignments 

The fall issue of the Chronicle will be released later this year. Ms. Nañez said that article 
assignments will be revisited. Mr. Tamayo stated that he had not yet received any 
submissions for the upcoming edition. Mr. Hawkins stated he would send one in soon. 
 

b. Latest Issue and Audience 
Mr. Tamayo said that Chronicle readership is steady. Mr. Hawkins suggested that the 
Chronicle could be printed for wider distribution if there is adequate budget.  
 

6. Committee Reports 
a. Chronicle Circulation, Increasing Readership 

Mr. Nichols said that a portion of the Chronicle will be published in the March edition of 
the Lancaster city newsletter, which reaches 48,000 readers. He is going to meet with 
other potential publication partners after the holidays.  
 

b. Marker Committee 
Mr. Roppolo did not have an update. He thanked Ms. Hicks, Ms. DeLeon, Ms. Gunby, 
and Ms. Nañez for their help in the marker approval process.  
 

c. Untold Marker Committee 
Ms. Hicks stated that to date there have been no County Untold Marker applications.  
She said that the 2022 THC marker application period will run from March 1st, 2022, to 
May 15th, 2022. The county historical commissions must submit their approved 
applications to the THC by May 16th at 2:00 p.m. and payment for markers must also be 
submitted. Ms. Hicks will work to set internal deadlines for receiving applications in time 
to submit to the THC.  
 

d. Media Committee and Film Festival Updates 
Mr. Poitier did not have an update for the Dallas International Film Festival. He stated 
he will share meeting links and updates on the Dallas County Historical Commission 
Facebook page.   
 
 
 
 



7. Goals and Objectives Updates 
a. Use of Slogan 

Ms. DeLeon was not present to provide an update. Ms. Nañez stated that 2022 is a good 
time to fine tune the DCHC’s goals and objectives. She reviewed the current goals and 
their completion status and praised the DCHC members for their efforts to date.  
 

b. Attendance at Other Local Historical Organizations 
Ms. Miller thanked Ms. Gunby for attending the Historic Mesquite, Inc. meeting and Ms. 
Hicks for attending the THC Regional Planning Workshop. She invited the DCHC 
members to attend the Irving Heritage Society’s local marker dedication on December 
15th at 2:30 p.m. at 777 Hidden Ridge Drive.  
 

8. Upcoming Meetings 
a. Meeting Locations  

Ms. Brown told the DCHC that the Records Building Complex renovations are scheduled 
to be complete sometime in January or early February. The Commission will need to 
continue to meet at alternate locations until an appropriate County meeting facility is 
identified. A location for the January meeting is to be determined.  
 

b. Next Meeting Date: January 13th, 2022 
Ms. Brown noted that the next meeting date is set for January 13th, 2022. 
 

9. Adjourn 
There being no other business, Ms. Nañez adjourned the meeting at 12:33 p.m. 
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