
North Central Texas Council of 
Governments

• Voluntary association of, by, and for local 
governments

• Assist local governments
– planning for common needs

– cooperating for mutual benefit

– coordinating for sound regional development

THE NORTH CENTRAL TEXAS
COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS



THE NORTH CENTRAL TEXAS
COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

Making Data Useful
North Central Texas Council of Governments

Research and Information Services



THE NORTH CENTRAL TEXAS
COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS Data

Highlights:

 Public Data
 Proprietary Data
 Collaborative Datasets
Derivative Datasets

Easily Understood   Accessible   Informational   Operationally Useful   Cost Effective



Research and Information Services 
Network (RISN)

Applications
 Economic development
 Planning
 Site selection
 Zoning cases
 Public outreach
 Small‐area demographic

analysis

Easily Understood   Accessible   Informational   Operationally Useful   Cost Effective
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RISN Data Layers
• Demographic data
• Major developments
• Weather information
• Land use
• Parcels
• Traffic counts
• Employment data
• Planimetrics
•Orthophotography



RISN can help answer questions like these:

Who lives within a certain distance of a new development?
 Is severe weather headed towards an area and what is the

potential impact?

What is the land use around a certain business?

What crimes have occurred in a particular neighborhood?

What is the zoning for a specified property?

 How many vehicles pass a given location each day?

Easily Understood   Accessible   Informational   Operationally Useful   Cost Effective
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More than just raw data…
Understanding and Applying…



Town of Little Elm
in Denton County

Region’s fastest growing 
city from
1999‐2003

1999 – 2,200
2000 – 3,646
2001 – 4,950
2002 – 7,450
2003 – 11,200
2004 – 14,050
2005 – 17,250
2006 – 19,900

Easily Understood   Accessible   Informational   Operationally Useful   Cost Effective



DFWmaps.com

The flagship mapping 
service of the NCTCOG 
Research and Information 
Services Department.

DFWmaps gives the public 
free access to NCTCOG 
information through a 
user‐friendly Internet 
application.
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Regional Hazard 
Assessment Tool (RHAT)

Web application that 
aggregates demographic, 
development, and weather 
event information on  a 
standardized base map to 
assist in hazard mitigation, 
planning, and response.  

Easily Understood   Accessible   Informational   Operationally Useful   Cost Effective
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North Central Texas Regional Hazard Assessment Tool (RHAT) Screen Shot
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North Central Texas Regional Hazard Assessment Tool (RHAT) Screen Shot



North Central Texas Regional Hazard Assessment Tool (RHAT) Screen Shot



Easily Understood   Accessible   Informational   Operationally Useful   Cost Effective
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COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS What does the future hold?
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RISN:  www.nctcog.org/risn
DFWmaps:  www.dfwmaps.com

RIS Data:  www.nctcog.org/ris/demographics

Thank You!

For More Information:


